Abortion  supporters 
return  to  D.C. 

Hundreds  of  thousands  turn  out  in 
Washington ,  but  controversial  issues  surround 
the  march 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON  —  Against  a  backdrop 
of  heightened  mainstream  focus  on  abortion 
and  reproductive  rights  issues,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pro-choice  women  and  men 
turned  out  for  a  march  and  rally  here  Nov¬ 
ember  12.  Abortion  rights  activists  counted 
the  crowd  at  300,000  while  the  U.S.  Park 
Police  halved  that  number.  Despite  the  suc¬ 
cessful  showing,  however,  calls  for  more  les¬ 
bian  visibility  within  the  abortion  rights 
movement  and  action  on  the  local,  as  well  as 
national,  level  surrounded  the  march. 

“Sunday  began  a  51 -week  count-down  to 
the  1990  elections,”  said  Kate  Michelman, 
executive  director  of  the  National  Abortion 
Rights  Action  League  (NARAL).  “We  will 
register  voters,  get  out  the  vote,  and  stand 
behind  candidates  who  stand  with  us  on 
choice.  [This]  is  the  beginning  of  our 
mobilization  to  make  the  1990s  the  Decade 
of  Choice.” 

The  National  Organization  for  Women 
was  the  primary  sponsor  of  the  “Mobiliza¬ 
tion  for  Women’s  Lives,”  which  included 
coordinated  demonstrations  in  many  cities 
across  the  country,  in  addition  to  the  con¬ 
vergence  on  the  capitol. 

Folksinger  Ronnie  Gilbert  was  cheered  by 
the  crowd  when  she  introduced  Holly  Near’s 
“anthem  for  the  ’80s,”  written  after  the 
assassination  of  “two  wonderful  men,”  San 
Francisco  Mayor  George  Moscone  and  gay 
Supervisor  Harvey  Milk.  And  Pete  Seeger, 
Mary  Travers,  and  Peter  Yarrow  called  for 
unity  among  progressive  movements  sing¬ 
ing,  “We  are  a  gentle,  angry  people. ..gay 
and  straight  together... daughters,  wives, 
and  mothers. ..in  a  land  of  many 
colors... singing  for  our  lives.” 

But  controversy  about  the  mobilization 
surfaced  both  before  and  during  the  event. 
Many  grassroots  pro-choice  groups  insisted 
on  decentralized  actions  instead  of  a  single 
event,  and  over  200  anti-abortionists  were 
arrested  despite  injunctions  from  two  feder¬ 
al  judges  barring  Operation  Rescue  from 
blocking  clinics.  ACT  UP/New  York  “re¬ 
frained”  from  endorsing  the  event  until 
mobilization  leaders  promised  participation 
on  stage  from  a  lesbian.  “We  believe  that 
NOW  does  not  recognize  lesbian  and  AIDS 
issues  as  part  of  the  reproductive  rights 
agenda... [and]  historically,  NOW  has  not 
recognized  lesbians  as  being  equal 
members,”  said  ACT  UP’s  Garance 
Franke-Ruta  in  an  interview  prior  to  the  ac¬ 
tion. 

Organizers  of  the  march  were  also  con¬ 
cerned  about  attendance  and  worried  that  a 
low  turn-out  might  result  in  criticism  that 
the  pro-choice  movement  is  short  on  muscle 
and  continuity. 

As  a  compromise,  the  organizers  called 
for  demonstrations,  voter-registration 
drives,  church  services,  and  rallies  around 
the  country  to  supplement  the  event  here 
and  show  staying  power. 

Post-'Webster’  work 

Abortion  rights  activists  have  mobilized 


en  masse  since  July  when  the  high  court 
handed  down  Webster  v.  Reproductive 
Health  Services,  giving  states  more  freedom 
to  restrict  abortions.  While  pro-choice  and 
abortion  rights  activists  were  universally 
angered  and  shaken  up  by  Webster,  there 
has  been  disagreement  about  which  strate¬ 
gies  should  be  employed  now.  Debate  about 
the  November  12  march  in  D.C.  points  to 
aspects  of  that  disagreement. 

“Webster  has  given  state  politicians  the 
power  to  interfere  with  a  woman’s  most  per¬ 
sonal  decision,”  NARAL’s  Michelman  told 
the  crowd.  “That  is  why  this  nationwide 
mobilization  [needed]  to  demonstrate 
strength  at  the  local  level  as  well  as  in 
Washington.” 

But  some  supporters  had  insisted  that  the 
cost  of  running  one  huge  event  would  drain 
resources  needed  to  boost  ongoing  efforts  to 
combat  challenges  in  state  capitals  and  to 
support  pro-choice  candidates  for  election. 
In  addition,  the  November  12  march  came 
just  six  months  after  a  demonstration  in 
April  attracted  600,000  people.  Some  ac¬ 
tivists  emphasized  decentralizing  the  fight 
now,  saying  the  real  battleground  in  on  the 
state  levels. 

“It  makes  more  sense  to  focus  on  state 
legislatures,  ’  ’  said  lesbian  activist  Carol  Ann 
Douglas,  a  member  of  the  off  our  backs 
feminist  newspaper  collective  here. 
“They’re  the  ones  who  will  be  making  the 
laws.”  Douglas  said  she  found  the  call  for  a 
single  action  in  D.C.  “upsetting”  because 
“abortion  is  a  state-by-state  issue.” 

In  October,  abortion  rights  activists  were 
both  pleased  and  disappointed  by  the  legis¬ 
lative  actions  in  various  states.  Pro-choice 
forces  won  a  major  victory  in  Florida  when 
they  defeated  all  measures  proposed  by 
Gov.  Bob  Martinez  who  had  called  a  special 
legislative  session  to  consider  abortion 
issues  in  light  of  Webster. 

But  in  late  October,  the  Pennsylvania 
House  became  the  first  state  legislative  body 
to  pass  a  bill  limiting  abortions.  It  requires  a 
24-hour  waiting  period  before  the  proce¬ 
dure,  forbids  an  abortion  after  24  weeks  un¬ 
less  the  life  of  the  mother  is  endangered,  and 
requires  notification  of  the  husband  except 
in  special  circumstances.  The  state  Senate  is 
currently  considering  the  measure. 

Privacy 

Organizers  of  the  march  emphasized  the 
right  to  privacy  as  a  link  between  abortion 
rights  and  lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

“Lesbians  and  gays  have  a  deep  visceral 
understanding  of  the  importance  of  the 
right  to  privacy,”  said  NOW  mobilization 
director  Sheri  O’Dell.  “ Roe  v.  Wade  is 
grounded  in  the  right  to  privacy,  a  right 
which  all  of  us  have  a  stake  in,  not  just 
women.” 

Tim  McFeeley,  head  of  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund,  echoed  O’Dell’s  emphasis 
on  drawing  the  connection  between  the 
abortion  rights  and  gay  and  lesbian  move- 
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Gay  Black  man  wins  in 
Albany 


Keith  St.  John  becomes  the  first  Black  openly-gay  official 
in  the  U.S. 


By  Jennie  McKnight 

ALBANY,  N.Y.  —  Keith  St.  John  be¬ 
came  the  first  openly-gay  Black  elected  of¬ 
ficial  in  the  U.S.  Nov.  7  when  he  won  a  seat 
on  the  Albany  City  Council.  En  route  to  his 
victory  in  the  general  election,  St.  John 
defeated  the  Democratic  incumbent  who 
was  backed  by  the  party  machine  that  has 
long  dominated  city  politics  here. 

“What’s  exciting  [about  St.  John’s  vic¬ 
tory]”  said  Black  lesbian  feminist  Barbara 
Smith,  is  that  it  sends  a  positive  message  to 
Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  “who  up  to  now 
thought  it  was  not  possible  to  be  out  and 
gay.”  Smith,  who  lives  in  Albany,  added, 
“Keith  proved  that  not  only  can  you  be  out, 
you  can  win.” 

St.  John  told  GCN  his  election  victory 
was  the  culmination  of  “an  ambition  I’ve 
had  for  many  years  now.”  He  described  his 
desire  to  run  for  elective  office  as  part  of  his 
goal  to  be  active  at  the  community  level.  As 
a  legal  services  lawyer  and  member  of  sever¬ 
al  non-profit  community  groups,  St.  John 
said  he  has  “taken  people’s  interests  and 
needs  and  promoted  and  protected  them.” 
While  legal  representation  can  help  in¬ 
dividuals  who  faced  discrimination,  St. 
John  said  elective  office  is  appealing 
because  it  will  allow  him  to  have  an  impact 
at  the  policy  level. 

St.  John  and  his  campaign  manager, 
Ernest  Reaugh,  said  the  candidate’s  sexuali¬ 
ty  was  publicly  known,  but  a  “non-issue”  in 
the  campaign.  As  an  identifiable  leader  in 
Albany’s  organized  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity  and  because  he  served  as  a  gay  repre¬ 
sentative  on  the  police  department’s  com¬ 
munity  relations  panel,  St.  John  was  known 
publicly  as  gay.  But  instead  of  running  as  a 
gay  candidate,  according  to  Reaugh,  St. 
John  ran  as  “a  candidate  who  happened  to 
be  gay.”  Instead,  he  said  he  raised  issues 
in  his  campaign  that  were  of  primary  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  constituents  in  his  ward. 

According  to  Reaugh,  Albany’s  Ward  2  is 
largely  composed  of  low-to-moderatc  in¬ 


come  voters,  60  percent  of  whom  are  Black. 

The  issues  important  to  those  constituents, 
and  the  focus  of  St.  John’s  campaign,  in¬ 
clude  affordable  housing,  homelessness,  job 
training,  drugs  and  child  care.  Although  he 
moved  to  Ward  2  specifically  to  run  for  of¬ 
fice,  St.  John  said  he  had  a  good  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  area  and  the  issues  important 
to  the  people  who  lived  there  through  his 
work  as  a  legal  services  attorney. 

Reaugh  said  St.  John’s  victory  was 
especially  impressive  since  there  is  no  visible 
organized  gay  constituency  in  Ward  2.  Al¬ 
though  last-minute  attempts  were  made  in 
both  the  primary  and  the  general  elections  to 
create  homophobic  backlash  against  St. 
John  (inflammatory  flyers  were  posted  in 
the  Ward  on  the  weekends  before  both  elec¬ 
tions),  St.  John  swept  to  victory  Nov.  7  with 
75  percent  of  the  electorate.  St.  John  said  he 
thought  the  voters  responded  to  his  focus  on 
important  issues  and  promise  to  work  hard 
for  his  constituents. 

St.  John  used  the  traditional  campaign 
tactics  of  going  out  to  the  voters  and  com¬ 
municating  his  agenda  to  as  many  people  as 
possible.  One  particularly  successful  means 
of  reaching  voters  was  attending  Black 
churches  in  the  Ward,  where  he  was  warmly 
received  by  members  and  religious  leaders 
alike. 

The  lopsided  margin  of  victory  in  the 
general  election  came  only  after  a  tough  and 
narrowly  won  battle  in  the  primary.  The 
Final  tally  in  the  primary  gave  him  a  three- 
vote  margin,  amid  charges  that  party  of¬ 
ficials  tried  to  “steal”  the  election  through 
the  absentee  ballot  system.  St.  John’s 
primary  opponent,  Arthur  Scott  had  en¬ 
joyed  two  terms  as  Alderman  for  Ward  2 
and  had  the  backing  of  the  party.  But  St. 
John  and  other  progressives  said  they  iden¬ 
tified  Scott  as  a  vulnerable  candidate 
because  voters  in  Ward  2  were  likely  to  re¬ 
spond  to  a  candidate  representing  an  alter- 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Sometimes  I  believe  the  greatest  damage 
done  to  persons  with  AIDS  is  done  by  the 
dishonesty  of  those  health  care  profes¬ 
sionals  who  refuse  to  confront  the  moral 
dimensions  of  sexual  aberrations  or  drug 
abuse.  Good  morality  is  good  medicine.” 

—  Noted  homophobe  John  Cardinal 
O’Connor,  Archbishop  of  New  York,  in  the 
New  York  Times.  O’Connor  addressed  the 
first  Vatican  conference  on  AIDS  in  Rome 
on  November  13.  In  his  remarks,  O’Connor 
also  discussed  the  “ contempt ”  reserved  for 
prisoners  who  have  AIDS,  saying,  “There  is 
more  than  one  horror  story  of  a  prisoner’s 
being  thrown  into  a  solitary  cell  and  left  to 
die.  ’’ 

But  who’s  counting 
anyway? 

BOSTON  —  A  Nov.  13  story  in  the 
Boston  Globe  about  the  D.C.  abortion 
rights  march  included  a  sidebar  of  a  “sampl- 
,ing”  of  other  major  marches  held  in  the  na¬ 
tion’s  capital  over  the  past  30  years. 
GCN  readers  will  note  that  there  is  one  glar¬ 
ing  and  blatant  omission  from  this  list. 

When  contacted  by  GCN,  the  writer  of 
the  story,  Eileen  McNamara,  said  that  she 
collected  all  her  data  for  the  sidebar  from 
the  capital  Park  Police  in  Washington.  The 
Globe  printed  a  correction  two  days  later 
that  apologized  for  omitting  “the  National 
March  for  Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights  on  Oct. 
11,  1987,  which  attracted  an  estimated 
200,000  participants.” 

Since  gay  men  and  lesbians  know  that  the 
March  on  Washington  drew  at  least  700,000, 
the  statistics  cited  for  the  above  marches  are 
questionable  to  say  the  least.  As  long  as 
police  continue  to  deliberately  underesti¬ 
mate  crowd  participation  and  as  long  as  the 
straight  press  relies  on  their  figures,  is  it  sur¬ 
prising  that  the  largest  ever  march  on 
Washington  is  rendered  invisible? 

□  Kelly  Gaines 


The  marches 
on  Washington: 
a  sampling 

WASHINGTON  -  Demonstra¬ 
tors  have  converged  on  Washington 
a  number  of  times  in  the  past  three 
decades.  This  sampling  of  the  larg¬ 
est  rallies  reflects  crowd  estimates 
by  the  National  Park  Service. 

■  August  1963:  A  civil  rights  march 
was  led  by  Rev.  Martin  Luther 
King  Jr.,  who  delivered  his  “I  Have 
A  Dream  Speech.”  About  250,000 
people  attended. 

■  November  1969:  An  antiwar 
march,  sponsored  by  the  Vietnam 
Moratorium  Committee,  drew 
250,000  people. 

■  April  1971:  An  antiwar  march, 
sponsored  by  the  National  Peace 
Action  Coalition,  drew  200,000. 

■  September  1981:  A  Solidarity  Day 
march,  sponsored  by  civil  rights 
and  labor  organizations,  was  held  to 
protest  Reagan  administration’s 
economic  policies.  About  260,000  at¬ 
tended. 

■  August  1983:  A  civil  rights  march 
marked  the  20th  anniversary  of  the 
rally  led  by  King.  About  300,000  at¬ 
tended. 

■  April  1989:  A  march  for  Women’s 
Equality,  Women’s  Lives,  a  demon¬ 
stration  to  demand  the  preservation 
of  abortion  rights,  drew  about 
300,000. 

Sexual  orientation 
discrimination  ruled 
unconstitutional 

TORONTO  —  A  Canadian  superior 
court  ruled  Nov.  6  that  discrimination 
against  gay  men  and  lesbians  is  unconstitu¬ 
tional. 

Tim  Veysey,  an  inmate  of  Warkworth  In¬ 


stitution,  a  federal  prison,  was  denied  per¬ 
mission  to  receive  conjugal  visits  from  his 
lover,  Les  Beu,  by  prison  officials.  Since 
federal  prison  policy  here  permits  heterosex¬ 
ual  inmates  to  have  conjugal  visits  of  up  to 
72  hours  every  three  to  six  months,  Veysey 
charged  discrimination  and  took  the  case  to 
court. 

Veysey  argued  that  the  prison’s  policy 
violated  Section  15  of  the  Charter  of  Rights 
and  Freedoms,  part  of  the  Canadian  con¬ 
stitution.  Section  15,  which  forbids  discrim¬ 
ination  on  the  grounds  of  race,  national  or 
ethnic  origin,  color,  religion,  sex,  age  or 
mental  or  physical  disability,  does  not  ex¬ 
plicitly  forbid  discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation.  However,  many  legal  ex¬ 
perts  and  gay  activists  have  contended  that 
the  general  language  of  the  section,  which 
bans  all  discrimination  and  not  just  the 
listed  categories,  would  extend  to  sexual 
orientation. 

The  counsel  for  the  federal  prison  system 
contended  that  the  policy  was  not  discrimi¬ 
natory  because  Veysey  would  be  allowed 
conjugal  visits  by  a  woman,  just  like 
heterosexual  inmates. 

In  his  groundbreaking  ruling,  Justice 
Jean-Eude  Dube  of  the  Trials  Division  of 
the  Federal  Court  of  Canada  noted  that 
human  rights  legislation  in  three  provinces 
(Quebec,  Ontario  and  Manitoba)  and  the 
Yukon  Territory  already  prohibits  sexual 
orientation  discrimination.  Saying  that  the 
policy  was  contrary  to  the  Charter,  Dube 
overturned  the  existing  prison  policy  on 
conjugal  visits  and  ruled  that  gay  men  and 
lesbians  are  covered  by  Section  15.  Gay  peo¬ 
ple,  said  Dube,  have  been  “victimized  and 
stigmatized  throughout  history  because  of 
prejudice  —  mostly  based  on  fear  or  ignor¬ 
ance,  as  most  prejudices  are.” 

The  Federal  Court  of  Canada  hears  cases 
involving  federal  government  regulations 
and  its  decisions  are  appealable  only  to  its 
own  Appeals  Division  and  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada.  Federal  officials  have  30 
days  in  which  to  file  an  appeal. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Union  jobs  available 

BOSTON  —  An  informational  program 
for  anyone  interested  in  a  union  appren¬ 
ticeship  will  be  held  Nov.  27  at  7  p.m.  at  the 
IBEW  Union  Hall,  256  Freeport  St.  in  Dor¬ 
chester.  Childcare  will  be  provided. 

The  IBEW  Electrical  Apprentice  Pro¬ 
gram  is  accepting  applications  until  Dec.  4. 
Skilled,  licensed,  union  jobs  with  good  pay 
and  benefits  are  available.  Interested  people 
can  apply  at  the  Joint  Apprentice  Training 
Center,  80  Crescent  Ave.,  Newton  Centre. 
Women  and  people  of  color  are  particularly 
encouraged  to  apply. 

For  more  information,  contact  Phil 
Mason  at  527-6811. 

□  Karen  O’Donnell 

Prison  AIDS 
Resource  Center 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.  —  The  Health 
Advocates  Coalition,  a  nonprofit  organiza¬ 
tion,  has  announced  its  creation  of  the  first 
agency  established  specifically  to  address 
AIDS  issues  in  prisons  and  jails,  the  Prison 
AIDS  Resource  Center  (PARC).  Seed  mon¬ 
ey  has  been  provided  by  “In  Concert 
Against  AIDS,”  and  PARC  expressed  par¬ 
ticular  appreciation  to  the  Grateful  Dead 
for  their  support. 

PARC  has  been  established  in  order  to: 
promote  the  development  of  community- 
based  AIDS  services  in  prisons  and  jails; 
coordinate  a  network  of  AIDS  service  pro¬ 
viders  working  in  prisons  and  jails;  develop 
a  database  of  resource  and  referral  informa¬ 
tion  on  issues  relevant  to  AIDS  in  prisons 
and  jails  for  use  by  AIDS  service  providers, 
prisoner  support  organizations,  public 
health  agencies,  legislators  and  other  policy 
makers,  and  prisoners  and  their  loved  ones; 
develop  and  disseminate  materials,  pro¬ 
grams  and  information  designed  to  assist  in 
the  healing  process  and  prevent  further  un¬ 
necessary  illness;  and  to  research  and  make 
available  current  AIDS  policy,  legal  issues 
and  resources  relevant  to  prisoners  and  their 
loved  ones. 

For  more  information  write  to  PARC’s 
mailing  address:  c/o  Cia  Lynn,  Prison 
AIDS  Resource  Center,  Box  1206, 
Sacramento,  CA  95812.  Any  contributions 
or  donations  of  office  equipment,  furniture 
and  supplies  would  be  welcome. 

□  Mike  Riegle 
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VIRGINIA  GIORDANO  presents 


ONEY 


OCR 


The  Strand  Theatre 

543  Columbia  Road ,  Dorchester 

Saturday 

December  9  at  8pm 


tickets  $18,  $15  available  at  all  Ticket  Master  Outlets 
including  Tower  Records ,  Newbury  Comics  (Harvard  Sq) 
also  at  Arborway  Video  (JP),  Wood  and  Strings 
(Arlington,  in  person  or  by  phone  617/641-2131) 


Charge  by  Phone  617/931-2000 

77QCEf^ 


^S7Er7. 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  THE  STRAND  AT  61 7/282-8000 


LIVE  ACTION  NETWORK 


1*900*999*8500 

(95  (  1st  atkialt 


50<  each  additional  minute) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


FOREX- 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Honolulu... 

Miami . 

San  Juan... 
Barbados... 

Aruba . 

St.  Marteen 


...$199  OW 

. $99  OW 

$95.75  OW 
..$133  OW 
..$133  OW 
...$133  OW 


Each  way  based  on  a  round 
trip.  Tax  not  included. 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


Private  Yacht  Cruise 

to  Greek  Isles 
for  Women 
One  low  price  includes 
EVERYTHING 

3  days  in  Athens 
7  day  cruise 
June  29-July  9 
Limited  space 
Call  516-324-6915  for  info 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


PWA  drop-in  center 
opens 

The  Boston  Living  Center  marks  a  turning  point  in  local 
AIDS-care  philosophy 


By  Steve  Rose 

BOSTON  —  Hundreds  of  people  with 
HIV,  ARC  and  AIDS,  their  advocates  and 
supporters,  and  local  officials  celebrated  the 
Oct.  15  opening  of  a  newly  refurbished 
drop-in  center  for  people  living  with  HIV, 
marking  a  turning  point  in  Boston’s  AIDS- 
care  philosophy. 

The  Boston  Living  Center’s  new  home, 
the  seventh  floor  of  the  YWCA  Building  on 
Clarendon  Street  in  the  Back  Bay,  is  directly 
across  the  street  from  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee’s  (AAC)  Boston  office. 

Those  involved  with  the  Living  Center 
repeatedly  stressed  the  new  niche  it  has  carv¬ 
ed  out  in  the  continuum  of  AIDS  services, 
augmenting  the  health  care  and  client  ad¬ 
vocacy  orientations  of  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center  and  the  AAC.  The 
center  has  many  flexible,  multi-use  rooms, 
which  include  a  library,  music  room,  kit¬ 
chen,  childcare  space,  meeting  rooms  and 
offices.  The  Center  also  hopes  to  provide  a 
daily  drop-in  lunch,  movie  nights,  classes 
and  —  possibly  —  a  theater  company. 

“It  provides  a  service  that’s  badly  needed 
and  that  isn’t  available  anywhere  else,”  said 
AIDS  advocate  Mark  Schueppert. 
Organizers  say  that  outreach  to  all  com¬ 
munities  affected  by  the  epidemic  has  been  a 
major  focus  of  the  Center. ’’There  are  lots  of 
women  with  AIDS  who  have  kids,”  and 
who  need  childcare  facilities  while  they  visit 
doctors  or  meet  with  the  AAC  staff  pointed 
out  Living  Center  volunteer  Anna  Beth 
Winograd. 

The  Living  Center’s  Jane  Morris  ex¬ 
pounded  on  the  community-wide  attraction 
of  the  concept.  “Boston’s  general  com¬ 
munity  has  been  wonderful....  What’s  ex¬ 
citing  is  that  this  is  a  new  trend  —  we  are 
here  to  celebrate.” 


Liz  Hardy-Jackson,  the  only  paid  staffer 
at  the  Center,  was  equally  enthusiastic.  “It’s 
a  very  impressive  turnout,  not  only  in  terms 
of  the  community  in  general  but  of  the 
PWA  and  HIV-positive  community.  Like 
the  Center’s  co-founder,  Mel  Reicher, 
Hardy-Jackson  got  involved  via  the  Names 
Project  as  a  quilt  maker.  “At  that  point, 
memorializing  was  an  important  part  of  the 
process,”  but  then,  she  said,  her  view  evolv¬ 
ed.  “We  got  to  talking  about  direct 
services.”  The  Center  will  be  about  “direct 
contact,”  she  said. 

Although  political  activists  and  office¬ 
holders  were  present,  the  spotlight  was 
clearly  on  the  100  volunteers  —  PWAs, 
HIV-positives  and  their  friends  —  who 
hosted  the  event,  which  took  on  the  tenor  of 
a  house  party  and  featured  a  ribbon-cutting 
ceremony.  The  emphasis  on  PWAs  is  in¬ 
dicative  of  the  Center’s  philosophy.  “The 
scope  of  the  services  will  be  determined  by 
and  for  the  specific  needs  of  the  PWA  com¬ 
munity,”  says  the  organization’s  brochure. 

In  spite  of  this  emphasis  on  PWA  em¬ 
powerment,  many  of  the  guest  speakers  at 
the  ribbon-cutting  ceremony  were  from 
traditional  officialdom  —  such  as  Boston 
Mayor  Ray  Flynn,  Lt.  Governor  Evelyn 
Murphy,  state  Secretary  of  Human  Services 
Phillip  Johnston  and  Commissioner  of 
Health  David  Mulligan.  The  noticeable  lack 
of  activist-wing  presence  or  representatives 
from  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  or 
the  Community  Research  Initiative  of  New 
England  resulted  in  minimal  attention  to 
AIDS  treatment  issues. 

Mulligan  garnered  spirited  applause  when 
he  proclaimed  his  pleasure  at  the  historic 
coincidence  of  two  events.  “To  have  this 
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Historic  pro-choice  rally 
in  Puerto  Rico  draws  200 

Supporters  of  reproductive  rights  hold  their  first  public 
demonstration 


By  Ana  Ortiz 

SAN  JUAN  —  In  the  first  public  gather¬ 
ing  of  pro-choice  activists  here,  a  spirited 
crowd  of  200  rallied  in  front  of  the  capitol 
building  Nov.  12  to  show  support  for  the 
preservation  of  abortion  rights  in  Puerto 
Rico.  There  was  a  festive  mood  at  the 
historic  demonstration,  which  was  timed  to 


choice  leaflets.  With  few  exceptions,  passers- 
by  expressed  curiousity  about  and  support 
for  the  action.  Even  police  officers  who 
were  assigned  to  the  demonstration  were 
seen  collecting  literature  about  contracep¬ 
tion. 

The  demonstrators  emphasized  the  pres- 
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Women  surrounding  a  statue  made  out  of  coat  hangers  perform  “El  Gancho,’’  a  rap  song  about  il¬ 


legal  abortions,  Nov.  12 

coincide  with  NOW’s  National  Mobiliza¬ 
tion  in  D.C.  (see  related  story,  p.  1).  Par¬ 
ticipants  chanted  to  the  rhythms  of  local 
percussionists,  created  a  large  sculpture  out 
of  hundreds  of  coat  hangers  and  enjoyed  the 
performance  of  a  rap  song  written  especially 
for  the  occasion  entitled  “El  Gancho”  (the 
coat  hanger). 

Traffic  moving  towards  Old  San  Juan 
came  to  a  standstill  as  motorists  stopped  to 
observe  the  picket  line  and  receive  pro- 


ervation  of  minors’  rights  and  called  for 
men  to  come  forward  in  support  of  choice. 
In  addition  to  using  slogans  commonly 
heard  and  seen  at  pro-choice  rallies  in  the 
U.S.,  the  crowd  chanted  “If  I’m  old  enough 
to  give  birth,  I’m  old  enough  to  choose,” 
and  “Companero,  give  your  opinion,  but 
remember  it’s  her  decision.” 

“We  are  here  to  say  that  pro-option  is 
pro-life,  and  that  Puerto  Rican  women  and 
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Dukakis  signs  the  gay  rights  bill  into  law,  Nov.  15 


Dukakis  signs  gay  rights 
bill 

Even  as  lesbian  and  gay  rights  advocates  celebrate  victory, 
they  ready  themselves  for  a  1990  referendum 


By  Carrie  Wofford 

BOSTON  —  As  200  activists  and  sup¬ 
porters  cheered  enthusiastically,  Governor 
Michael  Dukakis  signed  into  law  H.  5427, 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Civil  Rights  bill,  on 
Nov.  15.  Massachusetts  lesbians,  gay  men 
and  bisexuals  now  join  Wisconsin  in  being 
guaranteed  protection  in  the  areas  of  hous¬ 
ing,  employment,  public  accommodations 
and  credit. 

“Brothers  and  sisters  in  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community,  this  day  is  ours!”  crowed 
Steven  Tierney  of  the  Massachusetts  Gay- 
bian  Political  Caucus.  “Discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation  is  wrong, 
we’ve  always  known  that,”  said  Arline 
Isaacson,  the  Caucus’  other  co-chair.  “But 
after  today,  it  can  be  illegal.” 

Community  activists  were  encouraged 
and  jubilant  about  Wednesday’s  signing, 
but  are  still  gearing  up  for  a  potential  fight. 
Former  state  Sen.  Royall  Switzler 
(R-Wellesley)  is  trying  to  repeal  the  law  by 
putting  it  on  the  1990  ballot  in  a  state-wide 
referendum.  Switzler  may  encounter  trou¬ 
ble,  according  to  David  LaFontaine,  lob¬ 
byist  for  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights,  after  the  release  of  a  recent 
Boston  Globe  poll,  which  reported  that  70 
percent  of  Massachusetts  voters  polled  said 
they  would  vote  to  keep  the  law. 

“It’s  a  good  day,”  Dukakis  told  the  au¬ 
dience.  “[MCAD  director]  Alex  Rodriquez 
and  the  [Massachusetts]  Commission 
Against  Discrimination  are  ready  to  begin 
enforcing  this  new  law.”  Dukakis  praised 
state  legislators  who  had  worked  on  the  bill 
over  the  past  17  years  and  proclaimed 
Massachusetts  as  a  state  in  the  forefront  of 
civil  rights  struggles. 

If  the  bill  follows  its  normal  course,  and 
Dukakis  does  not  write  an  emergency 
preamble  to  implement  the  bill  immediately 
(as  he  is  considering  doing),  then  “We  will 
have  jurisdiction  in  90  days,”  Judith  Kelley 
Wright,  an  MCAD  spokesperson,  told 
GCN. 

According  to  Fredie  Kay,  the  assistant 
legal  counsel  to  the  governor,  the  civil  rights 
bill  inserts  language  into  Chapter  151b 
which  describes  the  functions  of  MCAD, 
which  receives  and  investigates  charges  of 
discrimination.  Therefore,  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  civil  rights  bill  is  not  actually  a  separate 
law,  but  adds  sexual  orientation  to  the  ex¬ 
isting  list  of  protected  categories  —  religious 
sect,  creed,  class,  race,  color,  denomina¬ 
tion,  sex,  national  origin  and,  now,  sexual 
orientation. 

Under  the  law,  sexual  orientation  is  defin¬ 
ed  as  “being  identified  as  having  an  orienta¬ 
tion  for  heterosexuality,  bisexuality,  or 
homosexuality.”  Further,  the  term  is 
qualified  each  time  it  appears  by  the  clause: 
“which  shall  not  include  persons  whose  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  involves  minor  children  as 
the  sex  object,”  a  clause  that  has  prompted 
anger  within  the  lesbian  and  gay  communi¬ 
ty. 

At  the  signing  ceremonies.  Sen.  Michael 
Barrett  (D-Cambridge),  the  chief  sponsor  in 
the  Senate,  received  a  long,  loud  stream  of 


applause  when  he  stepped  to  the  podium. 
“One  doesn’t  know  before  it  happens  what 
it’s  like  to  be  present  at  the  signing  of  one  of 
the  most  important  civil  rights  acts  in  the 
past  30  or  40  years,”  he  said. 

Barrett  thanked  his  colleagues  and 
predecessors  and  the  enthusiastic  crowd, 
and  spoke  of  the  “feeling  of  sheer  pride, 
jubilation,  satisfaction  at  having  seen 
government  [do]  a  good  piece  of  work.” 
Noting  the  long  delays  and  numerous 
dilatory  tactics  in  the  Senate,  Barrett  summ¬ 
ed  it  up  by  saying,  “We  had  an  interesting 
time.” 

While  most  of  the  remarks  at  the 
ceremony  focused  on  thank-yous  and  con¬ 
gratulations,  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 
was  also  directly  and  explicitly  acknowledg¬ 
ed.  In  his  remarks,  chief  House  sponsor 
Rep.  Mark  Roosevelt  (D-Boston)  moved 
immediately  to  recognizing  the  gay  men  and 
lesbians  who  fought  over  the  past  17  years. 
“Politicians  are  nice  —  some  of  us  —  and 
sometimes  even  quite  useful.  But  in  the  end 
this  is  a  real  victory  for  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community,  and  I  will  be  eternally  grateful 
to  this  community  for  [allowing]  me  to  work 
with  you.” 

Echoing  this  appreciation,  Barrett  told 
the  audience,  “You  worked  so  hard,  you 
demonstrated  such  originality  in  reminding 
us  all  of  the  privacy  of  civil  rights... that 
you’ve  reinvigorated  a  tradition  of  vigorous 
debate  and  democracy,  [and]  you  [have] 
changed  the  State  Senate  for  the  better.” 

Perhaps  alluding  to  recent  conflicts  and 
struggles  between  gay  and  lesbian  lobbyists, 
Roosevelt  offered  to  the  crowd,  “Struggle, 
[which]  we  see  here  before  us  in  the  history 
of  this  bill,  is  part  of  the  community,  and 
part  of  the  search  for  self-affirmation;  but 
so  is  celebration.  We  ought  not  to  forget 
that.” 

Arline  Isaacson  and  Steven  Tierney  — 
both  of  the  Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Caucus  —  were  chosen,  with  some 
controversy  among  key  gay  lobbyists,  as  the 
representatives  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  com¬ 
munity.  Isaacson  and  Tierney  congratulated 
the  crowd,  although  they  were  disrupted  by 
housing  rights  advocates  —  who  were  yell¬ 
ing  slogans  as  they  passed  through  the  hall 
—  and  by  admirers.  “No  one  organization 
or  individual  can  ever  hope  to  represent  the 
thousands  of  individuals”  dedicated  to  lob¬ 
bying,  Isaacson  said.  “This  victory  proves 
that  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  can  win 
if  we  work  hard,  cooperate,  and  refuse  to 
stop  fighting  the  forces  of  homophobia,” 
Isaacson  exclaimed.  “We  didn’t  give  up!” 

Isaacson  quoted  from  some  of  the  many 
letters  she  has  received  from  grateful  gay 
men  and  lesbians  across  the  state.  “You 
have  no  idea  how  much  this  bill  means  to 
me. ..[it]  means  that  I  will  be  safer”;  “I  feel 
free  from  an  unbearable  burden,  an  unbear¬ 
able  weight.” 

Rich  Braun  of  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Civil  Rights  suggested  to  GCN 
after  the  signing  that  this  bill  may  enable 

Continued  on  page  7 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  NOVEMBER  19-25,  1989  □  PAGE  3 


Marilyn  Humphries 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  Job  Openings: 
Art  Director 

Available  immediately.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production 
and  printing  techniques,  and  previous  related 
experience  preferred. 

Features  Editor 

Available  in  January  1 990.  Solicit  and  edit  ar¬ 
ticles  covering  cultural  and  political  issues  for 
the  features  section,  including  monthly  book 
supplements.  Provide  overall  direction  for 
features  pages. 

Qualifications:  Strong  editing,  copy  editing 
and  writing  skills.  Knowledge  of  issues  of  im¬ 
portance  to  diverse  communities.  Organiza¬ 
tional  skills  and  ability  to  work  under  deadline 
pressure. 

Deadline  for  application:  December  1 1 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  and  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  either  position:  Please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to: 

GCN  Job  Search  Committee 

62  Berkeley  Street 

Boston,  MA  02116 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


Black  History  Month 


Interested  in  contributing  to  next  year’s  Black 
History  Month  supplement  in  GCN!  Come  to  the 
first  meeting  of  a  planning  committee  on  December 
5,  6:30  p.m.  at  GCN's  offices:  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA.  If  you  are  unable  to  attend,  but  are  in¬ 
terested  in  contributing  an  article  to  the  supple¬ 
ment,  contact  Kelly  Gaines  617-426-4469. 


Abortion  rights:  who  defines 
genocide  anyway? 


Dear  GCN: 

Mr.  C  Catcher’s  recent  discourse  in 
the  Oc;*  22-28  issue  of  GCN  about  the 
danger  of  allying  the  struggle  for  gay  rights 
and  reproductive  rights  was  typically  rife 
with  the  misinformation  and  illogic  so  in¬ 


herent  in  the  anti-choice  argument.  Abor¬ 
tion-on-demand  does  not  exist  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  The  1973  Roe  v.  Wade  Supreme  Court 
decision  ruled  that  “at  some  point  a  ‘com¬ 
pelling  state  interest’  in  protecting  the  health 
of  the  woman  and  the  potentiality  of  human 
life  permits  the  state  to  regulate  some  of  the 
factors  governing  the  abortion  decision.  ”  In 
order  to  balance  the  interests  of  the  woman 
and  of  the  state,  the  Court  established  the 
trimester  evaluation  system.  In  the  first 
trimester  of  pregnancy  the  state  may  not 
regulate  abortion  at  all,  but  in  the  second 
and  third  trimester,  the  state  may  regulate 
abortion  in  ways  that  are  reasonably  related 
to  maternal  health  and  where  it  is  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  the  life  and  health  of 
the  mother. 

To  purport  that  society  is  permitting 
abortion  simply  for  “the  purposes  of  conve¬ 
nience”  is  to  coldly  trivialize  the  risks  and 
responsibilities  of  carrying  a  pregnancy  to 
term,  giving  up  a  child  once  it  is  born,  or 
choosing  to  raise  that  child  until  adulthood. 
Such  thinking  can  only  cOme  from  an  indiv¬ 
idual  who  will  never  have  to  make  such  a  dif¬ 
ficult  decision. 

I  am  a  32  year  old,  Puerto  Rican  lesbian 
who  1 5  years  ago  was  faced  with  such  a  deci¬ 
sion.  At  seventeen,  and  just  coming  to  terms 
with  my  sexual  identity,  I  had  to  decide  to 
terminate  my  pregnancy.  Having  been  rais¬ 
ed  a  strict  Roman  Catholic,  the  decision  was 
quite  traumatizing  to  make,  but  it  was  the 
only  alternative  to  carrying  the  pregnancy  to 
term,  dropping  out  of  school  and  then  hav¬ 
ing  to  give  up  the  child  or  raise  it  without 
any  financial  resources.  Fortunately,  I  could 
make  such  a  decision  only  two  years  after 
Roe  and  five  years  after  New  York  State 
legalized  abortion.  I  did  not  have  to  seek  out 
an  illegal  and  septic  procedure  on  some  clan¬ 
destine  kitchen  table. 

Throughout  my  adult  life,  I  have  worked 
within  the  lesbian/gay,  women’s  and 
latino(a)  communities  in  New  York  City, 
San  Francisco,  L.A.  and  now  in  upstate 
New  York.  I  make  no  apologies  for  working 
to  maintain  a  woman’s  right  to  reproductive 
autonomy  —  my  reproductive  autonomy. 

Considering  that  most  abortions  are  per¬ 
formed  in  the  first  trimester  (91  percent), 
before  the  conceptus  becomes  differentiated 
fetal  tissue  and  then  an  embryo,  the  idea 
that  abortions  are  being  performed  for  sex¬ 
ual  selection  in  this  country  is  absurd.  As  to 
the  theory  that  gay  fetuses  are  being  abort¬ 
ed,  I  can  only  ask  what  a  gay  fetus  is  and  can 
that  be  determined  by  amniocentesis, 
chorionic  villi  testing  or  sonogram? 

To  the  argument  that  public  funding  for 
abortion  is  somehow  contributing  to  geno¬ 
cide,  as  a  woman  of  color  who  was  given  a 
chance  to  educate  herself  and  become  finan¬ 
cially  stable  so  that  I  can  become  a  parent 
now,  if  I  wish,  I  define  genocide  as  poverty 
and  ignorance  and  the  inability  to  form 
one’s  destiny  as  to  when  to  bring  a  child  into 
this  world  so  that  one  can  care  for  it  emo¬ 
tionally  and  financially. 

As  long  as  we  live  in  a  society  that  is  in¬ 
vested  in  keeping  its  young  people  ignorant 
about  their  own  sexuality  and  contracep¬ 
tion,  and  as  long  as  a  strident  anti-choice 
minority  is  allowed  to  intimidate  pharma¬ 
ceutical  companies  so  that  in  a  country  that 
once  had  seventeen  separate  agencies  work¬ 
ing  on  contraceptive  research,  today  we 
have  only  one,  and  as  long  as  one  woman  in 
three  worldwide  dies  from  an  illegal  abor¬ 
tion,  I  can  only  struggle  to  keep  the  choice 
alive  for  all  women.  I  would  hope  that  my 
lesbian  and  gay  sisters  and  brothers  can  un¬ 
derstand  that  the  struggle  to  maintain  one’s 
autonomy  over  one’s  body  is  a  common 
struggle  for  us  all. 

Cordially, 

_  Micaela  D.  Salort 

Schenectady,  New  York 

No  more  than  a  hunk  of  liver 

Dear  GCN: 

Since  the  writer  of  the  letter  supporting 
Pro-Life  signs  the  name  “Clint,”  I  shall 
have  to  assume  that  it’s  male.  Therefore, 
where  does  he  get  off  saying  that  a  womyn 
must  have  a  child  she  does  not  want  when  he 
doesn’t  menstruate?  I  stay  incensed  that  the 
male  dominated  world  seems  to  think  they 
have  the  right  to  order  women  around  and  con- ; 
trol  their  lives.  The  first  three  months  of 
pregnancy,  the  fetus  is  no  more  than  a  hunk 
of  liver  as  I’ve  had  what  the  medical  world 
calls  a  spontaneous  abortion  (miscarriage) 
and  can  testify  to  just  exactly  what  it  looks 
like. 

If  gay  men  are  going  to  take  this  stance, 
then  it’s  no  wonder  that  the  lesbian  and  gay 
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SPEAKING  OUT 


Now,  I  have  to  tell  this  story 


world  can’t  co-operate  and  get  along.  Fury 
is  the  word  that  comes  to  mind  over  this 
issue. 

Mother  Nature  has  taken  me  out  of  the 
child  bearing  years,  but  I  will  continue  to 
believe  that  we  womin  have  a  right  to  con¬ 
trol  our  bodies,  all  by  ourselves,  and  that  no 
man  has  the  right  to  tell  us  what  to  do  with 
them.  This  is  just  another  way  to  control  the 
female  segment  of  our  society  and  to  my 
mind,  there’s  quite  enough  control  already 
that  we  do  not  either  want  or  need. 

Marcy  Davis 
Cedartown,  Ga. 


Ignorance  is  bliss? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  recently  read  an  article  discussing  the 
AIDS/HIV  virus  in  prison.  I  enjoyed  the  ar¬ 
ticle  and  thought  you  might  be  interested  in 
how  the  issue  is  confronted  here  at  VA  Corr. 
Ctr.  for  Women. 

We  do  not  have  segregation  for  HIV  car¬ 
riers  until  the  latest  stages  of  the  virus.  I 
believe  this  is  a  positive  step  for  all  prisoners 
learning  to  live  with  the  virus  and  to  live  side 
by  side.  Inmates  have  been  condemned  once 
by  the  judge.  They  need  not  be  further  con¬ 
demned  due  to  their  health  and  the 
misconceptions  of  the  AIDS/HIV  virus. 

We  are  also  offered  AIDS/HIV  informa¬ 
tion  seminars  bi-annually.  They  are  infor¬ 
mative  and  helpful  by  bringing  the  newest 
information  to  us  in  a  place  where  informa¬ 
tion  on  current  happenings  in  the  world  out¬ 
side  is  hard  to  obtain. 

To  my  knowledge  I  am  not  a  carrier, 
however  this  is  where  my  concern  lies.  We 
do  not  have  voluntary  testing  for  the  HIV 
virus  here.  The  policy  of  the  administration 
is  that  it  is  in  our  best  interest  not  to  know. 

In  the  past  year  two  fellow  inmates  have 
died  from  having  the  virus.  The  medical 
treatment  afforded  these  individuals  was 
poor  to  say  the  least.  The  sooner  this  virus  is 
detected  the  better  it  may  be  treated.  I  can 
not  understand  denying  us  voluntary 
testing. 

Do  we  not  have  a  right  to  know  our  own 
health? 

Jean  Gross 

_  Box  1,5-2  Hall 

■  Goochland,  VA  23063 

But  if  each  subscriber  would 
do  likewise 

Dear  GCN: 

GCN  is  always  short  of  money  and  people 
and  has  gone  through  a  lot  of  personnel 
changes  in  the  last  few  years  which  make  it 
difficult  to  keep  things  organized.  We, 
citizen  or  prisoner,  young  or  elder,  black  or 
white,  or  whatever,  do  have  a  little  bit  of 
money  (or  stamps  or  time  etc.)  and  have 
learned  many  things  thru  GCN  and  met 
people  who  have  strengthened  our  social 
structures,  and  so  forth.  Therefore,  I  think 
we  collectively  should  pool  our  resources 
(more)  to  strengthen  GCN  current  activities, 
and  to  expand  their  (our)  future. 

I  would  like  to  ‘practice  what  I  preach’  at 
this  time  by  enclosing  5  dollars  (which  is 
about  the  entire  balance  of  my  prisoner  ac¬ 
count  at  this  time,  but  eventually  more 
money  will  come  my  way).  Granted  that 
isn’t  very  much,  but  if  each  subscriber 
would  do  likewise  (in  addition  to  subscrip¬ 
tion  rates)  I’m  sure  we  could  make  for  less 
turnover  and  burnout  and  stress. 

GCN  published  a  ‘Prisoner  Seeking 
Friends’  ad  for  me.  It  drew  about  10  other 
prisoners.  I  am  so  grateful  that  words  can¬ 
not  express  what  that  meant  to  me!  Plus, 
over  a  mere  emory  board  (considered 
‘dangerous  contraband’  in  here)  I  ended  up 
in  the  hole.  On  one  of  my  worse  days,  7  peo¬ 
ple  wrote  me.  Their  letters  helped  me  regain 
my  sanity! 

GCN  collects  and  distributes  dictionaries 
and  other  books  to  prisoners.  While  others 
complain  about  prisoners,  protest  about 
criminals,  GCN  endeavors  to  encourage  and 
educate  prisoners.  GCN  does 
SOMETHING  CONSTRUCTIVE.  My  job 
in  here  is  a  Teacher’s  Aide.  I  know  about 
prisoner  illiteracy,  which  is  a  primary  factor 
of  imprisonment. 

I  would  hate  to  think  what  I  would  be  like 
without  GCN. 

Dannie  Miskowski 
PO  Box  E  -  185  660 
H  Jackson,  Ml  49204 


By  Ayofemi  Folayan 

It  was  a  dry  hot  smoggy  day,  delivered 
courtesy  of  the  Santa  Ana  winds.  I  had  fall¬ 
en  asleep  on  the  couch:  it  was  simply  too  hot 
to  do  anything  else.  Although  the  windows 
were  open,  there  was  no  sign  of  a  breeze.  My 
skin  was  covered  with  a  thin  sheen  of 
perspiration. 

In  my  dream,  I  was  lost  in  the  Painted 
Desert  of  Arizona.  The  splendid  rock  form¬ 
ations  all  began  to  look  the  same  as  I  passed 
them  for  the  third  or  fourth  time.  Large 
birds  that  I  guessed  to  be  buzzards  circled 
overhead.  The  air  hummed  with  oppressive 
heat.  The  powerful  smell  of  kerosene  made 
me  wrinkle  my  nose  and  blink  my  eyes.  I  re¬ 
alized  that  the  odor  was  in  my  apartment, 
not  my  dream. 

Rising  through  the  thick  fog  of  sleep  to  a  semi¬ 
alert  state,  I  was  overwhelmed  by  the  odor 
of  kerosene  mixed  with  perspiration.  I 
couldn’t  figure  out  where  it  was  coming 
from.  I  rolled  into  a  standing  position  and 
saw  the  man’s  face  before  I  registered  the 
short  black  gun  in  his  left  hand. 

He  was  wearing  oily  blue  coveralls,  a 
Dodgers  baseball  cap,  and  thick  military 
issue  black  workboots.  His  skin  was  a  sickly 

I  rolled  into  a  standing 
position  and  saw  the  man ’s 
face  before  I  registered  the 
short  black  gun  in  his 
left  hand. 

olive  color  and  his  dark  hair  glistened  with 
beads  of  perspiration.  “Take  it  easy,”  he 
said,  “and  you  won’t  get  hurt.”  He  walked 
past  me  to  the  front  door,  swiveling  his  body 
so  that  his  face  was  always  toward  me.  He 
turned  the  key  in  the  deadbolt  and  pulled  the 
door  open  in  a  sweeping  gesture  that  almost 
seemed  comical.  On  the  front  porch  of  my 
little  guest  cottage  stood  two  other  men, 
dressed  in  similar  coverall  outfits  and  work- 
boots.  One  had  a  cap  that  said  “Golden 
Bear  Brew”  and  the  other  was  hatless.  The 
two  men  entered  the  room  and  gently  closed 
the  door  behind  them. 

The  hatless  man  was  so  tall  he  had  to  duck 
to  enter  the  room.  He  was  a  light-skinned 
black  man  with  very  pale  grey  eyes  and  a 
bushy  moustache.  I  was  still  standing  in 
front  of  the  couch.  He  came  toward  me  and 
smiled,  a  menacing  grimace  that  revealed 
badly  rotten  teet.  “What  have  we  got 
here?”  he  asked,  appraising  me  with  his  eyes 
as  he  approached.  He  snapped  his  fingers 
and  the  other  two  men  disappeared  into  the 
kitchen. 

Within  seconds  the  Dodger  fan  came 
back.  “Stanley,”  he  said,  “there’s  lots  of 
good  stuff  here.  Should  we  start  loading  it 
up?” 

Stanley  seemed  annoyed  by  the  interrup¬ 
tion.  “Where  are  your  car  keys?”  he  de¬ 
manded.  I  pointed  to  a  ring  of  keys  hanging 
from  the  lock.. Laughing  in  a  high-pitched 
cackle,  he  said,  “This  is  like  taking  candy 
from  a  baby!”  He  yanked  the  keys  out  of 
the  door  and  tossed  them  to  the  Dodger  fan. 
“Where’s  the  car?”  he  asked  me,  and  I 
pointed  again,  this  time  to  the  little  grey 
Chevette  in  the  driveway  outside  the  win¬ 
dow.  I  remembered  that  the  gas  tank  was 
almost  empty.  I  had  meant  to  stop  and  fill  it 
up,  but  the  line  at  the  gas  station  had  been 
too  long. 

“Okay  guys,  get  busy  and  load  it  up.”  I 
could  hear  the  third  one  grunting  in  the  kit¬ 
chen  from  the  effort  of  moving  my  brand 
new  microwave  over  to  the  kitchen  door. 
The  Dodger  fan  left  me  and  Stanley  in  the 
living  room. 

“This  is  your  lucky  day,”  Stanley  said 
with  a  smirk.  “I  bet  it’s  been  a  long  time 
since  you  had  some  good  stuff  like  I’m  gon¬ 
na  give  you.”  As  he  unbuttoned  his  cover¬ 
alls,  the  oily  chemical  smell  filled  the  room. 

I  wondered  where  these  guys  had  been  that 
they  all  stank  of  it.  He  came  up  beside  me 
and  pulled  my  face  close  to  his  by  grabbing 
my  hair.  I  held  my  face  away  from  him.  This 
enraged  him.  “Think  you’re  too  good  for 
me,  do  you?”  His  voice  was  sharp  and'loud, 
pounding  into  my  ears  like  a  drill.  “I’ve 
always  wanted  to  teach  an  uppity  bitch  like 
you  a  thing  or  two.” 

In  some  corner  of  my  mind,  I  heard  the 
kitchen  door  slam  as  he  roughly  forced  my 
lips  apart  with  his  tongue.  “You’re  gonna 


love  this,”  he  said,  reaching  inside  my  tank 
top  and  squeezing  my  breast.  He  pulled  a 
gun  from  his  pocket  and  asked  quietly, 
“Aren’t  you?” 

“Please,  don’t  do  this,”  I  pleaded.  “You 
can  have  the  car,  anything,  just  please  don’t 
hurt  me.” 

“Are  you  going  to  beg?”  he  asked,  kick¬ 
ing  me  so  hard  in  the  abdomen  that  I  fell  to 
the  floor.  “Go  ahead,  beg!”  he  snarled, 
grabbing  me  by  my  hair  and  pulling  me  up  to 
a  kneeling  position.  “What’s  the  matter?  I 
can’t  hear  you!”  he  taunted  me.  He  rammed 
the  pistol  into  my  groin.  “Maybe  you’d 
rather  I  shot  it  off,  you  stupid  little  bitch.” 

He  half  dragged,  half  pushed  me  into  the 
bedroom.  “Take  off  your  fucking  clothes,” 
he  commanded. 

I  sat  on  the  end  of  my  bed  and  kicked  off 
my  sandals.  As  I  went  to  pull  the  tank  top 
over  my  head,  he  grabbed  it  and  twisted  it 
around  my  throat,  choking  off  my  breath. 
“You  are  going  to  do  exactly  what  I  tell  you 
to  do.  Do  you  understand  me?”  As  I  nod¬ 
ded,  he  released  the  shirt,  then  slapped  me 
hard  across  the  left  side  of  my  face.  “Now 
hurry  up  and  get  out  of  those  fucking 
clothes.”  Quickly,  I  pulled  off  my  shorts 
and  underpants  and  sat  with  my  arms  cross¬ 
ed  over  my  breasts. 

I  tried  to  think  of  some  reason  for  this  to 
happen,  as  he  pulled  his  erect  penis  out  of 
the  coveralls  and  pushed  it  into  me,  knock¬ 
ing  me  back  onto  the  bed  in  the  same  mo¬ 
tion.  He  just  kept  banging  into  me,  his  anger 
driving  each  stroke.  I  was  too  scared  to  cry 
or  scream.  I  just  prayed  it  would  be  over 
soon.  I  heard  the  other  two  men  enter  the 
room,  but  I  was  in  too  much  agony  to  even 
care. 

“Hey,  Stanley,  no  fair,  man.  We  should 
get  a  turn,  too,”  the  Dodger  fan  said. 

“Wait...  just...  a... goddamn...  minute,” 
Stanley  gasped  as  he  concentrated  on  reach¬ 
ing  his  climax.  I  felt  the  warm  liquid  surging 
into  me,  and  wanted  to  vomit.  He  stood  up, 
pushed  his  limp  penis  back  inside  his 
coveralls,  and  said,  “Who  wants  seconds?” 

I  thought  I  was  going  to  pass  out,  but 
some  cruel  joke  of  nature  kept  me  conscious 
as  the  Dodger  fan  climbed  onto  me  and  be¬ 
gan  ramming  into  me.  He  kept  saying  things 
like,  “Don’t  you  love  it,  baby?”  and  “This 
is  better  than  that  guy  can  do,  now  isn’t  it?” 
but  there  was  a  huge  roaring  in  my  ears  that 
slowly  drowned  out  his  voice. 

Something  snapped.  I  went  out  of  my 
body.  I  was  in  a  huge  field,  with  the  sun 
gently  warming  the  skin  on  my  back  as  I 
slept.  The  air  was  heavy  with  the  smell  of 
jasmine  and  roses.  I  felt  so  light  I  thought  I 
would  fly  away  any  second.  Instead,  I  was 
jerked  back  to  the  reality  of  the  Dodger  fan 
releasing  a  hot  stream  of  semen  into  my 
body.  “Your  turn,  Geronimo,”  he  said  to 
the  guy  in  the  Golden  Bear  cap. 

“I  don’t  want  your  seconds,  man”  Ger¬ 
onimo  said.  His  coveralls  pulled  tight  across 
his  bulging  pectoral  and  biceps  muscles.  His 
skin  was  a  deep  rust  color,  and  his  hair  hung 
down  thick  and  black  from  under  his  cap. 

“Thank  God,”  I  said  to  myself,  “Maybe 
he’ll  leave  me  alone.”  As  I  opened  my  eyes, 

I  saw  his  throbbing  red  penis  in  front  of  my 
face.  “Suck  on  it,  bitch!”  he  ordered.  “And 
make  it  good.” 

“Hurry  up,  Geronimo,  we  ain’t  got  all 
day,  man,”  Stanley  said  from  the  doorway. 
He  was  eating  a  sandwich  and  bits  of  meat 
were  caught  in  his  moustache.  I  gagged  as 
Geronimo  came  in  my  mouth.  I  thought  to 
myself,  now  at  least  they’ll  leave  me  alone. 

“Get  the  rope,  Chico,”  Stanley  said  to 
the  Dodger  fan.  He  pulled  me  up  and  push¬ 
ed  me  into  the  dining  room.  My  legs  felt  like 
heavy  foreign  objects  dangling  from  my 
bruised  torso.  Chico  wound  the  rope  tightly 
around  my  arms  and  legs,  securing  me  to  the 
chair.  He  grabbed  a  dish  towel  from  the 
hook  near  the  kitchen  door  and  used  it  as  a 
gag.  I  heard  the  sound  of  liquid  splashing  on 
the  bathroom  floor.  That  pig,  I  thought,  is 
pissing  on  my  bathroom  floor.  Then  I  saw 
the  red  gasoline  can  in  his  hand,  as  he  trailed 
the  liquid  in  a  line  from  the  bathroom 
toward  the  front  door. 

My  eyes  were  stretched  totally  open.  1 
struggled  to  make  some  noise,  some  contact 
with  these  beasts.  Stanley  just  smiled  that 
same  menacing  smile  and  said,  “  We  can’t 
leave  any  witnesses,  you  know.  Thanks  for 
everything,”  he  added  sarcastically.  Chico 
and  Geronimo  were  already  in  the  driveway, 
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as  he  struck  the  match,  set  it  in  the  trail  of 
gasoline,  and  shut  the  door. 

My  mind  raced  as  quickly  as  the  stream  of 
flame  approaching  me.  I  heard  the  Chev- 
ette’s  engine  cough  and  sputter  into  motion. 
With  all  the  force  I  could  muster  1  strained 
to  get  free  of  the  rope,  to  no  avail.  Thick 
choking  smoke  clawed  at  my  lungs.  My  eyes 
leaked  tears  and  my  nose  streamed  with 
mucous. 

I  must  have  passed  out,  because  the  next 
thing  I  realized,  the  paramedics  had  me  on  a 
stretcher  and  were  running  it  down  the 
driveway  toward  the  ambulance.  I  didn’t 
have  the  energy  to  even  open  my  eyes.  My 
first  thought  was,  I  can’t  believe  I  didn’t  die! 
I  survived!  I’m  really  breathing  in  air!  A 
temporary  sense  of  euphoria  competed  with 
the  oxygen  to  rush  into  my  body. 

It  didn’t  last.  In  the  ambulance,  the  pain 
started  to  flood  in.  My  brain  screamed  as  the 
nerve  endings  in  my  legs  registered  the  burn¬ 
ed  flesh.  My  lungs  felt  as  though  a  giant  bear 
had  clawed  them  with  his  paw.  I  sank  back 
into  unconsciousness,  although  I  could  hear 
the  paramedic  calling  to  me,  “Honey,  hang 
on,  we’re  going  to  get  you  to  the  hospital  as 
fast  as  we  can.”  His  voice  sounded  as 
though  it  was  coming  from  the  end  of  a  long 
tunnel. 

When  I  woke  up,  the  clock  on  the  wall 
said  it  was  2:15.  My  mouth  was  taped  to  a 
respirator  that  pushed  air  in  and  sucked  air 
out  of  my  lungs.  I  figured  out  I  was  in  inten¬ 
sive  care  because  of  all  the  tubes  and  things 
hooked  up  to  my  body. 

Two  months  later  and  I  confirmed  that 
my  periods  had  been  absent  for  the  worst  of 
all  possible  reasons:  I  was  pregnant.  Just  the 
thought  that  those  sperm  had  somehow 
managed  to  stay  alive  in  my  body  long 
enough  to  fertilize  one  of  my  eggs  made  me 
sick.  I  wasn’t  sure  if  it  was  the  smell  of  the 
kerosene  that  seemed  to  instantly  pervade 
the  room  or  morning  sickness  that  fueled  my 
wave  of  nausea.  I  felt  trapped  in  my  body, 
held  prisoner  in  a  cell  with  a  monster  I  had 
unwillingly  helped  to  create. 

I  was  twenty-two  years  old.  There  were  no 
laws  making  abortions  legal  or  affordable.  I 
didn’t  have  any  clue  where  to  turn  for  help.  I 
was  too  ashamed  to  tell  anyone  about  my 
predicament.  There  were  no  rape  hotlines  in 


So  now,  George  Bush  has 
just  vetoed  federal  funds  for 
abortions,  even  in  the  case  of 
rape  or  incest...  I  still  can’t 
smell  kerosene  without 
remembering.  And  I  can ’t 
believe  someone  would  force 
me  to  carry  that  child. 


those  days.  My  friends  knew  that  I  had  been 
robbed.  They  even  knew  that  the  robbers 
had  set  my  house  on  fire.  But  no  one  knew 
about  the  rape. 

I  lost  my  job.  I  was  afraid  to  leave  the 
house,  because  someone  would  see  me  and 
know  what  they  had  done  to  me.  I  had  no 
money  to  pay  for  an  abortion.  They  cost 
about  five  hundred  dollars  then.  I  willed 
that  baby  to  die.  1  didn’t  do  anything  all  day 
long  but  think  about  the  horrible  thing  in¬ 
side  me  shriveling  up  and  dying.  And  after 
three  more  weeks,  the  miracle  happened:  I 
had  a  miscarriage. 

They  never  caught  the  men  or  recovered 
any  of  my  belongings.  Everything  in  my  lit¬ 
tle  cottage  was  destroyed,  either  by  the  fire 
or  the  water  or  the  smoke.  All  that  was  left 
intact  was  my  anger,  but  I  kept  that  hidden 
away,  because  I  was  so  scared  the  men 
would  know  and  come  back  to  find  me. 

So  now,  George  Bush  has  just  vetoed  fed¬ 
eral  funds  for  abortions,  even  in  the  case  of 
rape  or  incest.  It’s  a  hot  smoggy  day  in  Los 
Angeles,  another  Santa  Ana  condition.  I 
still  can’t  sleep  with  the  windows  open. 
Sometimes  my  picture  appears  alongside  my 
work  and  I  worry  that  one  of  those  men  will 
see  it.  I  still  can’t  smell  kerosene  without 
remembering.  And  I  can’t  believe  someone 
would  force  me  to  carry  that  child. 

Ayofemi  Folayan  is  a  Black  lesbian  writer 
and  activist  living  in  the  Los  Angeles  area. 
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ments  in  light  of  “privacy.”  “If  we  want 
anti-gay  sodomy  decisions  like  Hardwick 
overturned,”  said  McFeeley,  “the  right  to 
privacy  must  be  upheld  across  the  board.” 

Urvashi  Vaid,  executive  director  of  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  who 
was  eventually  added  to  the  list  of  speakers, 
suggested  that  privacy  would  be  “institu¬ 
tionalized”  if  pro-choice  heterosexuals  sup¬ 
ported  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

“Stand  with  the  gay  and  lesbian  freedom 
movement,”  said  Vaid.  “If  you  are  our 
allies,  let  us  move  beyond  the  static  ’80s 
policy  of  coalition  into  a  dynamic  ’90s 
politic  of  being  true  partners  for  social 


change.” 

Vaid  emphasized  that  it  was  fitting  for  a 
lesbian  to  speak  at  the  rally  because  lesbians 
“have  worked  hard  and  moved  the  pro- 
choice  agenda  forward  at  every  level....  It  is 
past  time  for  you,  our  non-gay  friends  to 
commit  the  same  support  to  our  urgent 
struggle  for  justice  and  equality. 

“Our  presence,”  she  said, ’’linked  in  arms 
with  you... is  a  signal  of  a  new  relationship 
between  movements  for  freedom  in  a  new 
era  of  political  cooperation  and 
interaction.”  □ 

Tracey  Conaty  contributed  to  this  article. 
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native  to  the  party  machine.  In  addition,  gay 
activists  were  angry  with  Scott  for  his  failure 
to  support  lesbian  and  gay  rights  legislation 
that  came  before  the  council  two  years  ago. 
(Scott  was  the  lone  abstention  in  a  12-2-1 
vote  against  the  measure.) 

St.  John’s  candidacy  and  victory  in  Ward 
2  represents  a  breakthrough  for  progressive 
political  activists  in  Albany  who  until  this 
election  have  focused  their  activities  in  the 
only  solidly  progressive  area,  Ward  6.  Sheila 
Healy,  president  of  the  city’s  lesbian  and 
gay  Eleanor  Roosevelt  Democratic  Club, 
said  St.  John’s  victory,  along  with  the  vic¬ 
tories  of  two  other  progressive  candi¬ 
dates,  will  change  the  nature  of  city  politics 
that  have  been  dominated  by  entrenched 
machine  politicians  for  so  long. 

St.  John  said  he  hopes  he  and  the  other 
progressive  candidates  elected  can  “make 
the  machine  less  of  a  machine.”  He  said  he 
expects  there  to  be  a  greater  degree  of  public 
debate  about  legislation  and  policy,  instead 
of  decision-making  and  deal-cutting  behind 
the  scenes.  Although  conservative  Demo¬ 
crats  still  dominate  the  council,  Reaugh  said 
he  expects  there  will  be  more  support  for  gay 
rights  legislation  when  it  is  reintroduced 
because  the  party  politicians  realize  the 
growing  clout  of  gay  and  progressive  ac¬ 
tivism. 

St.  John,  32,  was  raised  in  White  Plains, 
N.Y.  He  moved  to  Albany  four  years  ago 
after  what  he  described  as  “ten  years  as  a 
professional  student.”  Although  he  said  he 
is  currently  dedicating  himself  to  the  job 
that  lies  before  him,  St.  John  also  said  that 
he  was  interested  in  holding  a  job  in  the  state 
legislature  at  some  point. 

Reaugh  said  he  and  St.  John  will  be  in 
touch  with  other  lesbian  and  gay  represen¬ 
tatives,  most  immediately  at  the  upcoming 
national  meeting  of  lesbian  and  gay  elected 
officials. 

St.  John  said  he  was  glad  to  have  “achiev¬ 
ed  the  distinction”  of  being  the  first  openly- 
gay  Black  elected  official,  and  that  he  hopes 
his  victory  “will  send  a  message  to  any  and 
everyone  else  who  feels  discriminated 
against  or  of  a  minority  persuasion.  I  would 
encourage  them  to  speak  out  and  do  what 
they  believe  in.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

Puerto  Rico 
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men  believe  that  abortion  should  remain  an 
option  and  a  woman’s  personal  decision,” 
Dr.  Mary  Rivera,  president  of  the  pro- 
choice  coalition,  told  the  crowd.  A  speaker 
from  the  Puerto  Rican  Organization  of 


Working  Women  placed  the  issue  of  abor¬ 
tion  rights  within  the  context  of  the  broader 
struggle  for  justice  and  reproductive  rights, 
recalling  the  massive  sterilization  campaigns 
directed  at  Puerto  Rican  women  and  their 
use  as  guinea  pigs  for  testing  oral  contracep¬ 
tives  in  the  1950s. 

Feminist  representatives  from  Argentina, 
Costa  Rica,  Mexico,  the  Dominican  Repub¬ 
lic,  and  the  United  States  addressed  the 
gathering  to  express  their  solidarity  with 
Puerto  Rican  pro-choice  activists.  Feministas 
en  Marcha,  a  local  media  watchdog  organi¬ 
zation,  and  the  Gay  Consciousness  Collec¬ 
tive  were  two  of  the  groups  that  answered  a 
roll  call  of  abortion  rights  supporters. 

The  rally  was  called  by  the  Pro-Choice 
Coalition,  an  abortion  rights  umbrella  or¬ 
ganization,  which  includes  Citizens  Pro- 
Right  to  Abortion,  Accion  Pro  Derecho  a 
Escoger  (APDAE),  Taller  Salud  (Feminist 
Health  Workshop),  local  clinics,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Puerto  Rican  Bar  Association. 
Organizers  said  they  hoped  the  rally  would 
send  a  message  to  senators  who  sit  on  the 
Puerto  Rican  Senate’s  Justice  and  Health 
Committee,  which  began  public  hearings  on 
restricting  abortions  after  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court’s  Webster  decision.  Committee  chair 
Edgardo  Rosario  Burgos  has  expressed  his 
intention  to  limit  abortion  to  cases  where  the 
mother’s  life  is  endangered. 

Abortion  is  legal  in  Puerto  Rico  for 
therapeutic  purposes  only,  after  a  woman 
has  consulted  with  her  doctor.  But  because 
of  the  broad  definition  of  “emotional 
health,”  the  current  law  has  not  restricted 
access  to  abortion.  Unlike  in  the  United 
States  where  the  degree  of  allowable  govern¬ 
ment  intervention  varies  according  to  tri¬ 
mester,  Puerto  Rican  law  is  uniform  for  the 
length  of  the  pregnancy.  In  addition,  the  law 
does  not  make  any  special  provisions  for 
minors. 

While  an  anti-abortion  presence  has 
always  existed  in  Puerto  Rico,  the  Webster 
decision  and  reports  of  Operation  Rescue 
tactics  in  the  U.S.  have  inspired  the  small 
but  vocal  anti-choice  movement  on  the 
island  and  led  to  greater  militancy  on  their 
part,  including  the  blockading  of  clinics  and 
visibility  actions  in  front  of  the  governor’s 
mansion. 

However,  the  pro-choice  movement  is 
also  gaining  momentum.  In  August,  Taller 
Salud  convened  a  national  meeting  of  pro- 
choice  activists  where  strategies  for  combat¬ 
ting  the  anti-choice  onslaught  were  mapped 
out,  and  pro-choice  graffiti  and  literature 
have  become  common  sights  in  the  metro¬ 
politan  area.  And  in  a  very  exciting  move  on 
Nov.  10,  the  First  Congress  on  Puerto  Rican 
Women  and  Health  adopted  a  pro-choice 
resolution  by  a  2-1  margin.  □ 
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Together  again  after  their  sensational  Australian  tour  ~ 
both  celebrating  the  release  of  new  albums! 

Saturday,  December  2,  5:30  &  9  pm 

Paine  Hall  (Harvard  Music  Bldg.) 

(Free  parking  allowed  in  permit  parking  area) 


Tickets:  $15.50  (all  seats  reserved)  ® 

Tickets  at:  Holyoke  Center  Information  Office  (Harvard  Sq.),  Wood  & 
Strings  (credit  cards  by  phone:  641-2131),  Arborway  Video,  Sandy's  Music, 
Out-of-Town,  ConcertCharge  (617/497-1118),  Ticketron. 

Bv  mail:  Check,  money  order,  MC/VISA/Amex  to 
Revolutionary  Acts!,  PO  Box  606,  Cambridge,  MA  02238. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION:  617/661-1252 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  IS  A  WOMAN-OWNED, 
WOMAN-OPERATED  PRODUCTION  COMPANY 


SUN  DEC  3,  NOON  -  6PM 
HOLIDAY  FAIR  &  T-DANCE 


023  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02  139  [01  71  497-72CC 


BOSTON’S  ONLY  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 
NEW  YEARS  EVE  TIX  NOW  ON  SALE 


COMING  SOON 
NONA  HENDRYX 

SAFFIRE  -  UPPITY  WOMEN  BLUES 


FRIDAY  NIGHT  FREEBIES 

Ilf  I  LI  *  CONCERT  TICKETS 
1/1/ IN  •  GIFT  CERTIFICATES 
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INDIGO  Where  Women  Meet  Women 
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GROUP/COUPLE 

♦GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


I 

COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266*2240 
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Adult  Children  Of 
Alcoholics 

have  trouble  trusting  people 
. .  .don’t  believe  stability  and 
happiness  can  last. .  .may  be 
drawn  to  heavy  drinkers. .  .or 
turn  to  alcohol  themselves. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
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Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185  1 


Fenway  Community 
Health  Center 
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THERAPIES 

SERVICES 

including 

Acupuncture  •  Massage 
Chiropractic  •  Polarity 


338  Newbury  Street 
2nd  Floor,  Boston 

(next  to  the  Gay  &  Lesbian  Services  Center) 


for  more  info 
caH  267-0900 


Celebrating  the  Asian  Pacifica  Lesbian  Network’s  first  retreat,  Sept.  1-4 

‘Coming  together, 
moving  forward’ 

An  Asian  lesbian  reports  back  from  the  first  national 
retreat  sponsored  by  the  Asian  Pacifica  Lesbian  Network 


INS  detains 
Asian  lesbian 
en  route  to 
retreat 

By  Sharmeen  Islam 

MINNEAPOLIS  —  An  Asian  woman  en 
route  to  the  Asian  Pacifica  Lesbian  Net¬ 
work  (APLN)  retreat  was  detained  and 
harassed  here  as  she  was  entering  the  United 
States. 

The  woman,  who  chooses  to  remain 
anonymous  for  now,  is  a  native  of  the 
Netherlands.  She  was  entering  the  country 
as  a  tourist  when  she  was  arbitrarily  pulled 
out  of  a  visa  line  by  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  officials  and  asked  if 
she  were  a  prostitute. 

Upon  finding  that  there  was  nothing 
wrong  with  the  woman’s  papers,  the  INS  of¬ 
ficials  searched  her  possessions.  They  found 
her  journal  and  proceeded  to  have  it 
translated  from  Dutch  to  English.  In  so  do¬ 
ing,  the  officials  discovered  that  she  was 
coming  to  the  U.S.  to  attend  the  APLN 
retreat. 

At  this  point,  without  further  discussion, 
the  INS  officials  gave  her  the  option  of  be¬ 
ing  imprisoned  in  Minneapolis  for  two 
weeks  or  being  deported.  Although  the 
Asian  sister  chose  to  go  back,  several 
lawyers,  including  some  from  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union,  as  well  as  friends  have 
been  fighting  against  this  case  of 
homophobia  and  racism  within  the  U.S. 

Using  the  McClarren  Act,  the  INS  can  ar¬ 
bitrarily  refuse  entry  or  visas  to  lesbians  and 
gay  men  entering  or  emigrating  to  the  U.S. 
In  March,  Dutch  PWA  Hans  Paul  Verhoef, 
who  was  on  his  way  to  the  National  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Health  Conference  in  San  Fran- 
cisco  was  detained  in  Minneapolis  by  the 
INS.  And,  another  Asian  gay  man  passing 
through  the  airport  here  on  his  way  to  a  con¬ 
ference  on  AIDS  in  Canada  was  reportedly 
detained  recently.  □ 


By  Sharmeen  Islam  and  Sarah  Devi 

SANTA  CRUZ,  Calif.  —  Over  180  Asian 
lesbians  from  all  parts  of  the  U.S.,  Canada, 
England  and  the  Netherlands  gate  at  the 
first  national  retreat  sponsored  by  the  Asian 
Pacifica  Lesbian  Network.  “Coming 
Together,  Moving  Forward”  was  held  Sept. 
1-4. 

The  heritages  represented  at  this 
herstorical  event  included  South  Asia, 
Southeast  Asia,  East  Asia,  Pacific  Islands, 
and  mixed.  Women  from  as  far  west  as 
Pakistan  to  as  east  as  Japan  came  to  Santa 
Cruz  to  meet  other  sisters. 

The  conference  began  with  a  morning 
flower  ritual,  spoken  in  nine  native 
languages.  In  order  to  validate  our  presence 
on  the  Native  American  sacred  burial 
grounds,  the  Asian  lesbians  asked  for  per¬ 
mission  from  the  spirits  of  the  Native 
American  women  buried  under  the  UC  San¬ 
ta  Cruz  campus  to  hold  the  retreat.  Not  a 
word  of  English  was  spoken  during  this 
ceremony  which  touched  the  hearts  of  each 
attendee  and  set  the  tone  for  the  retreat. 

The  pioneering  retreat  was  marked  by  ex¬ 
traordinary  diversity  including  Asian- 
American  women,  immigrant  Asian 


women,  women  of  mixed  heritage,  bisexual 
women,  lesbians,  women  with  disabilities, 
artists,  farmers,  martial  arts  teachers, 
adoptees,  women  in  recovery,  and  lesbian 
mothers.  As  we  came  together,  we  realized 
how  different  we  are  and  yet  we  discovered 
our  common  threads  as  we  travelled 
thousands  of  miles  to  break  our  isolation  in 
each  others’  arms. 

Workshops  included  Dynamics  of  Cross 
Racial  Hostility,  Mixed  Race  Issues,  Identi¬ 
ty  as  Asian  Pacific  Lesbian  Adoptees,  Safer 
Sex,  Sexuality/Sensuality  in  Our  Cultures, 
Bisexual  Pride,  Recovery,  Interracial  Rela¬ 
tionships,  Legal  and  Civil  Rights,  and  Ways 
of  Documenting  Ourselves.  There  were  also 
slide  shows  and  photographic  exhibits  about 
our  lives,  readings  by  published  writers  and 
performances  from  artists. 

At  the  end  of  the  conference,  the  at¬ 
tendees  drew  up  the  charter  and  vision  for 
this  newly  formed  national  organization.  A 
new  leadership  emerged  and  was  welcomed 
by  the  existing  organizers  of  the  community. 
In  closing,  the  women  were  one  in  peace, 
solidarity,  and  harmony.  □ 


Center 
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and  the  signing  of  the  gay  rights  bill  on  the 
same  day  is  really  wonderful.” 

The  first  PWA  speaker,  J.R.  McEvoy  — 
who  serves  on  the  boards  of  AAC  and  the 
National  Associate  of  People  with  AIDS  — 
set  forth  the  changing  agenda  ahead.  “Be¬ 
tween  life  and  death  there  is  much  to  do. 
AIDS  is  a  cultural  crisis  for  those  who  sur¬ 
vive....  The  Center’s  program  is  what  we 
make  of  it;  in  time  its  focus  will  change,  as 
the  disease  changes.”  McEvoy  stressed  the 
need  for  unity  with  other  people  with 
disabilities  and  emphasized  the  Center’s 
commitment  to  work  with  the 
Massachusetts  Coalition  of  People  with 
Disabilities. 

Bill  Bender,  a  member  of  the  Boston 
PWA  Coalition,  spoke  of  “a  vision  that  has 
finally  come  true....  AIDS  is  not  about  dy¬ 
ing,  it  is  about  living.”  Bender  did  not  com¬ 
ment  of  the  PWA  Coalition’s  planned  up¬ 
coming  protest  for  housing  rights  or  on  the 
controversy  surrounding  changes  within  the 
group  to  be  discussed  at  a  meeting  this  week. 
(Many  activists  have  urged  the  PWA  group 
to  use  the  Living  Center’s  opening  as  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  disengage  more  completely 
from  AAC  and  become  a  fully  separate  enti¬ 
ty  with  a  stronger  political  voice). 

Many  guests  agreed  that  the  most  elo¬ 
quent  speaker  was  John  Winsky,  director  of 
the  Massachusetts  Coalition  of  Citizens  with 
Disabilities.  “I’m  coming  here  to  lend  a 
welcoming  hand  from  the  36  million  other 
Americans  with  disabilities,”  he  said,  urg¬ 
ing  people  with  AIDS  to  “coalesce,  join 
together....  We  have  a  lot  of  common 
causes.”  Winsky  stressed  “living  life  with 
dignity”  and  the  importance  of  obtaining 
needed  benefits  and  services. 

AAC  Executive  Director  Larry  Kessler, 


who  serves  on  the  Presidential  AIDS  Com¬ 
mission,  discussed  the  semantic  and 
semiotic  transition  that  has  occurred  over 
the  course  of  a  decade.  He  traced  the  evolu¬ 
tion  from  “AIDS  victim”  to  “AIDS  pa¬ 
tient”  to  “person  with  AIDS”  to  “person 
living  with  AIDS,”  describing  AIDS  as  a 
“prism”  through  which  “we  see  what  is 
wrong  with  the  health  care  system,”  as  well 
as  the  “prejudice  and  homophobia  around 
us.” 

Taking  a  militant  tone  regarding  the 
state’s  budget  squeeze  —  even  as  he  avoided 
any  criticism  of  the  medical  establishment 
on  research/treatment  issues  —  Kessler  en¬ 
couraged  those  concerned  to  “continue  to 
press  on  these  issues”  over  the  next  few 
months.  Kessler  attacked  the  priorities  of  a 
state  legislature  that  wrote  off  $45  million  in 
revenues  but  eliminated  benefits  for  un¬ 
documented  aliens  —  many  of  whom  have 
AIDS.  “It’s  not  our  job  to  take  over  public 
health,”  the  AAC  director  said,  calling  for 
“fair  taxes”  to  deal  with  an  epidemic  he 
characterized  as  “a  disease,  not  a  disgrace,” 
one  that  is  “chronic,  but  not  fatal.” 

Afterwards,  the  Living  Center’s  Stephan 
Cohen  expressed  pleasure  that  normally 
demure  speakers  such  as  Kessler  had  spoke 
so  strongly  in  favor  of  PWA  empowerment, 
and  voiced  his  desire  for  the  Center  to  be  in¬ 
clusive.  “We  see  ourselves  as  being  open  to 
groups  like  ‘Positive  Directions’  (a  group 
for  healthy  HIV-seropositives  in  Boston) 
and  the  PWA  Coalition.”  □ 

Gay  rights  bill 

Continued  from  page  3 

those  people  in  the  community  to  come  out 
who  have  been  until  this  time  disenfranchis¬ 
ed.  “It’s  protecting  the  disadvantaged,  the 
ones  who  can’t  used  their  economic  influ¬ 


ence  to  guarantee  that  they  get  protection.” 

Isaacson  brought  cheerful  chanting  from 
ACT  UP  members,  when  she  stated,  “This 
bill  belongs  to  everyone,  to  our  brothers  and 
sisters  who  have  lost  their  lives  to  AIDS.” 
ACT  UP  members  —  who  had  told  GCN 
that  they  planned  to  interrupt  the  signing  if 
gay  speakers  did  not  comply  with  ACT  UP’s 
demand  that  they  mention  AIDS  — 
responded  with  “Just  say  AIDS!  Just  say 
AIDS!”  Signs  held  by  members  of  ACT 
UP/Boston  commanded  attention  in  the 
small  Nurse’s  Hall  entryway  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  House,  with  messages 
of  “Gay  Rights  Don’t  Cure  the  Ill”  and 
“Gay  Rights  Don’t  Raise  the  Dead,”  and 
“The  Government  Has  Blood  on  its 
Hands.” 

Caucus  member  Tierney,  who  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee,  elaborated  further.  “[Our 
work]  is  dedicated  to  the  thousands  of  our 
brothers  who  [have]  died  in  the  epidemic  of 
AIDS,”  Tierney  said.  “Men,  women,  and 
children  [who  are]  HIV-positive,  we  prom¬ 
ise  to  use  our  new-found  political  strength 
[and  our  learned  lessons]  to  make  sure  the 
government  does  what  it  is  supposed  to  do: 
research  and  education.” 

Tierney  reminded  those  gathered  of  the 
work  to  be  done  to  better  adequate  health 
care,  to  legislate  domestic  partner  rights, 
and  to  ensure  gay  men  and  lesbians  have  the 
freedom  to  choose  their  families. 

Lesbian  and  gay  community  celebrations 
include  a  “community  signing”  organized 
by  the  Caucus  and  Mayor  Flynn’s  liaison, 
Ann  Sanders,  on  Nov.  18  at  Fanueil  Hall, 
followed  by  a  dance  at  the  Opera  House  the 
same  night,  sponsored  by  the  Caucus  and  a 
Grass  Roots  Gay  Rights  Fund  Fundraiser 
dance  party.  Another  celebration  is  planned 
by  the  Coalition  for  early  December.  □ 
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‘Don’t  wait  until 
the  next  eulogy’ 


Gregory  L.  Broyles  exhorts 
Black  clergy  to  respond  to  AIDS 


The  following  speech  was  originally  given 
on  October  10,  1989  at  a  conference  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Black  Leadership  Commission 
on  AIDS  entitled  “The  Black  Church 
Responds  to  AIDS  in  the  Black  Communi¬ 
ty.  ” 

y  name  is  Gregory  Broyles  and  I  work 
for  the  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis.  Before 
coming  to  GMHC I  was  the  Assistant  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Minority  Task  Force  on  AIDS, 
and  as  such  I  provided  direct  service  to  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS.  The  Minority  Task  Force  on 
AIDS  is  located  in  central  Harlem  and  at  the 
time  it  was  the  sole  service  agency  in  the  area 
devoted  to  providing  AIDS  services  to  the 
African  American  community.  The  Minori¬ 
ty  Task  Force  on  AIDS  was  isolated  in  many 
ways;  it  had  very  little  support  from  within 
the  community  and  even  less  from  other 
communities  and  governmental  agencies. 
Existing  social  service  agencies  in  African 
American  communities  then  and  now  are 
overwhelmed  by  all  the  social  ills  that 
already  exist.  This  new  and  frightening  and 
sometimes  fatal  disease  was  and  is  still  met 
with  trepidation. 

Today  I’d  like  to  discuss  the  need  for  sup¬ 
port,  the  positive  effects  nurturing  has  on 
the  healing  process,  and  how  the  vast  human 
resources  within  our  religious  institutions 
can  better  serve  the  needs  of  those  challeng¬ 
ed  by  HIV/AIDS  within  African  American 
communities.  And  how  we  all  should  look 
beyond  our  differences  and  assist  our 
African  American  brothers  who  are  gay  and 
HIV-infected. 


Outside  my  network  of 
friends,  I  had  to  hide  the 
gay  part  of  my  life.  In  my 
church  I  was  now  a  sinner. 


I  internalized  my  feelings. 
Over  time,  guilt  and  shame 
developed. 


Let  me  begin  by  giving  a  personal  anec¬ 
dote  because  I  don’t  think  my  path  is  ter¬ 
ribly  different  from  many  of  my  African 
American  brothers  who  are  gay.  My  family 
are  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Detroit,  Michigan;  faithful,  dedicated,  and 
very  active.  As  a  youth  I  was  encouraged  to 
participate  in  the  youth  fellowship  and  it 
was  there  that  my  leadership  skills  were  de¬ 
veloped.  The  church  was  where  my  family’s 
values  were  reinforced.  Our  church  was 
dominated  by  hardworking  middle  class 
African  Americans.  The  majority  of  the 
young  people  attended  college  after  gradua¬ 
tion  from  high  school. 

We  had  many  role  models.  The  minister 
of  our  church  was  a  Ph.D.  candidate  at  the 
time.  His  sermons  were  always  mentally 
stimulating,  connecting  the  text  of  the  Bible 
with  current  events.  We  all  called  him 
Brother  Locke.  His  smile  was  warm  and 
very  comforting.  He  was  a  motivator. 
Through  his  leadership  we  built  a  new 
church  and  he  challenged  our  moral  obliga¬ 
tions.  The  time  of  my  youth  was  during  the 
Sixties.  There  was  social  unrest  and  a  new 
awakening  in  the  African  American  Com¬ 
munity.  The  civil  rights  movement  was  in 
full  swing.  It  was  during  those  exciting  times 
that  our  church  bought  a  large  abandoned 
house  in  the  inner  city  of  Detroit.  The  house 
was  called  “The  House  of  Carpenters.”  It  is 
said  that  Christ  was  a  carpenter.  The  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  “House  of  Carpenters”  was  to 
help  the  needy  and  the  underprivileged  with 
shelter,  food,  pre-school,  daycare.  The  con¬ 
cept  was  initiated  by  our  church  and  because 
of  our  outreach  efforts  other  churches  got 
involved  throughout  the  Detroit  area. 
Everyone  involved  volunteered  their  time. 
For  me,  as  a  teenager  actively  participating, 
the  experience  left  a  lasting  impression.  We 
were  practicing  what  was  being  preached. 


We  were  attempting  to  follow  Christ’s  ex¬ 
ample:  Christ  came  as  a  servant  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  stayed  where  people  needed  Him. 

I  was  entering  senior  high  school  and  in¬ 
stead  of  pursuing  relationships  with  girls  I 
found  myself  increasingly  attracted  to  boys. 
My  attraction  was  beyond  friendship;  I 
wanted  more.  However,  I  was  unclear  as  to 
what  to  do  with  my  feelings.  This  wasn’t 
something  that  was  taught  at  home,  in 
school  or  in  the  church.  I  was  frightened  and 
felt  very  much  alone.  I  wanted  to  tell  some¬ 
one.  Brother  Locke  was  a  family  friend  as 
well  as  our  minister  and  we  discussed  many 
things,  but  this  was  a  secret  I  couldn’t  share. 
What  if  he  told  my  folks? 

Initially  I  fought  my  desire.  However,  the 
more  I  resisted,  the  more  compelling  I  felt 
my  need  to  express  my  feelings.  Fortunately 
in  school  I  met  others  who  had  similar  feel¬ 
ings  and  desires.  We  developed  a  support 
network  that  was  essential  to  our  survival. 
The  church  no  longer  served  my  needs;  I 
then  went  only  at  the  urging  of  my  parents. 
Outside  my  network  of  friends  I  had  to  hide 
that  part  of  my  life.  In  my  church  I  was  now 
a  sinner.  I  internalized  my  feelings.  Over 
time,  guilt  and  shame  developed.  As  long  as 
no  one  outside  my  circle  of  friends  knew  of 
my  sexual  preference,  I  was  okay.  The  dou¬ 
ble  life  style  I  adopted  affected  my  self¬ 
esteem.  It  was  then  that  I  became  secretive 
and  isolating. 

The  church  was  a  safe  place,  a  shelter 
from  most  of  the  negative  elements  of  our 
world.  But  for  the  gay  man  there  was/is  no 
support  if  he  defies  the  traditional  teachings 
of  the  church.  The  church  is  an  institution 
with  wondrous  potential.  The  work  produc¬ 
ed  for  the  good  of  the  community,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  African  American  community,  is 
phenomenal. 

Even  though  the  gay  lifestyle  is  not  em¬ 
braced  by  the  church,  you  will  find  that 
many  of  our  African  American  brothers 
who  are  gay  are  active  and  dedicated  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church.  Gay  men  are  quietly 
tolerated  as  long  as  the  church  is  not 
challenged  to  confront  the  sexual  preference 
issue. 

I  can  recall  the  process  leading  to  my  in¬ 
volvement  in  this  movement.  I  received  a 
call  during  the  Christmas  Season.  The  year 
was  1986,  a  mere  three  years  ago.  It  was  an 
ex-lover  calling  from  his  hospital  bed.  He 
began  by  asking  how  I  was  doing  and,  then, 
went  on  to  inform  me  that  he  had  pneumo¬ 
nia.  His  next  words  were  “It’s  AIDS- 
related.”  I  was  numb.  My  visit  to  my 
friend’s  hospital  bed  was  my  first  step  in  an 
on-going  self-education  process.  My  ex¬ 
lover’s  life  was  now  being  challenged  by  a 
virus.  Though  1  had  shared  special  moments 
with  this  man,  I  was  afraid  to  touch  him.  I 
didn’t  want  to  be  afraid,  but  I  was.  Leaving 
the  hospital,  I  felt  many  emotions:  love, 
hate,  guilt,  fear  and  most  of  all  a  need  to 
have  answers  to  the  many  questions  that 
clouded  my  mind. 

I  decided  the  way  to  answer  the  questions 
I  had  was  to  become  involved.  In  January, 
1987,  I  participated  in  the  Minority  Task 
Force  on  AIDS’  Buddy  Training  Program. 
And  from  that  point  on,  my  involvement  es¬ 
calated.  In  spite  of  my  fears,  I  felt  that  I 
must  participate,  as  actively  as  possible. 
After  I  completed  training,  I  was  assigned  to 
work  with  my  first  person  with  AIDS 
(PWA)  in  February.  His  condition  worsened 
quickly  and  long  before  his  biological  death, 
came  his  emotional  death.  Once  he  lost  his 
will  to  live,  death  followed.  I  felt  angry. 
How  could  this  happen?  What  must  be 
done,  and  more  importantly,  how  could  / 
make  a  difference? 

HIV/AIDS  can  not  be  addressed  without 
confronting  the  sexuality  and  substance  use 
issues.  African  Americans  represent  25  per¬ 
cent  of  New  York’s  City’s  population  and 
yet  30  percent  of  all  reported  diagnosed 
AIDS  cases.  Eighty-four  percent  of  all 
women  diagnosed  with  AIDS  are  within 
communities  of  color  and  91  percent  of  the 
children  diagnosed  with  AIDS  are  from 
communities  of  color.  HIV/AIDS  is  an 
emotional  issue  to  everyone,  but  more  spe- 


Gregory  L.  Broyles 

cifically  for  communities  of  color.  We 
African  American  men  who  are  gay  are  an 
invisible  population  within  the  community. 
Yet,  we  represent  a  disproportionate  per¬ 
centage  of  those  affected  by  this  epidemic. 
As  of  August  30,  1989  in  New  York  City,  20 
percent  or  2, 1 1 1  of  all  diagnosed  AIDS  cases 
are  among  African  American  men  who  are 
homosexual  or  bisexual.  I  am  not  suggesting 
that  the  church  embrace  the  gay  lifestyle; 
however,  I  strongly  believe  that  the  religious 
institutions  in  our  communities  have  an 
obligation  to  all  the  citizens  in  its  communi¬ 
ty. 


I  have  seen  the  African 
American  community 
address  the  issue  of 
HIV/ AIDS.  However,  the 
focus  has  been  on  women, 
children  and  babies.  It 
seems  safe  and  you  don’t 
have  to  deal  with  drug  use 
or  sexuality  issues.  But 
there  are  no  safe  areas  in 
this  epidemic,  and  it’s  just 
as  terrible  that  IV  drug 
users  and  African 
American  gay  men  are 
infected. 


The  transmission  of  HIV/AIDS  within 
the  African  American  community  has  af¬ 
fected  the  whole  of  our  community.  In  order 
to  stem  the  epidemic  we  must  first  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  the  problem  exists.  There  are 
those  in  our  community  who  are  forging  this 
battle,  but  it’s  going  to  take  everyone  to  roll 
up  their  sleeves  and  get  involved.  The 
churches  are  in  communities  where  the  prob¬ 
lem  exists.  Your  leadership  is  imperative. 

I  have  seen  the  African  American  Com¬ 
munity  address  the  issue  of  HIV/AIDS. 
However,  the  focus  has  been  on  women, 
children  and  babies.  It’s  safe  and  you  don’t 
have  to  deal  with  drug  use  or  the  sexuality 
issues.  There  are  no  safe  areas  when  dealing 
with  the  HIV/AIDS  epidemic.  It  is  terrible 
that  women,  children  and  babies  are  in¬ 
fected.  But  it’s  just  as  terrible  that  the  IV 
drug  user  and  the  African  American  men 
who  are  gay  are  infected.  Treating  a  part  of 
the  problem  and  not  the  whole  will  not  make 
it  go  away.  HIV  knows  no  boundaries.  It 
has  the  potential  to  annihilate  the  African 
American  community. 

Sure  it’s  challenging  and  frustrating.  I 
know  the  frustration  firsthand.  Working  in 
the  community  trying  to  provide  for  the 
needs  of  our  people  who  are  infected  is 
heartbreaking.  With  limited  resources,  there 
were  times  when  all  I  could  offer  was  my  em¬ 


brace,  time  and  tears.  The  agencies  formed 
to  address  the  needs  of  those  in  our  com¬ 
munity  who  are  infected  are  not  getting  the 
private  dollars  to  build  facilities  and  hire  the 
professionals  needed  to  adequately  address 
the  many  issues.  Our  agencies  depend  solely 
on  the  limited  funding  from  the  govern¬ 
ment. 

I  have  seen  what  the  church  can  do  when 
it  believes  in  something.  I  have  seen  the  peo¬ 
ple  come  together  and  give  support.  I  know 
the  power  of  our  church  leaders  when  asking 
for  a  special  offering  for  a  cause.  There  is  no 
more  special  cause  than  a  human  life.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  how  that  person  chooses  to  live 
his  life  he  deserves  your  support.  He  is  some 
mother’s  child  who  may  be  a  member  of 
your  church. 

Don’t  wait  for  the  next  eulogy  that  you 
have  to  give.  Start  Now!  Your  congrega¬ 
tions  know  the  problem,  everyone  in  the 
African  American  community  has  been 
touched  in  some  way  by  this  epidemic.  If 
nothing  else,  support  the  loved  ones  left  be¬ 
hind  to  endure  the  pain  of  losing  their  loved 
ones.  They  are  waiting  to  hear  from  you. 
Just  remember,  no  one  is  expendable. 
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Postscript:  Though  I  was  initially  apprehen¬ 
sive,  my  speech  was  well  received  by  the 
Black  clergy  who  attended  the  conference. 
Many  within  the  audience,  both  men  and 
women,  came  to  me  afterwards  and  express¬ 
ed  their  gratitude.  They  told  me  how  brave 
they  thought  it  was  for  me  to  tell  my  story. 

The  participants  felt  safe  enough  to  really 
talk  about  homosexuality,  some  of  them  for 
the  first  time.  Clergy  members  were  able  to 
process  their  feelings  regarding  homosex¬ 
uality  as  a  sin,  and  move  on  to  talking  about 
how  the  church  could  support  HIV-infected 
people.  Programs  were  suggested,  such  as 
providing  dinners  where  HIV-infected  peo¬ 
ple  could  come  to  be  together  and  get  sup¬ 
port. 

I  do  believe  we  made  history  that  after¬ 
noon.  I  am  encouraged  by  the  experience 
and  feel  a  need  to  continue  to  tell  our 
story.  □ 

Gregory  L.  Broyles  is  a  policy  associate  with 
the  Gay  Men ’s  Health  Crisis.  His  work  in¬ 
cludes  building  coalitions  with  AIDS  service 
providers  in  New  York;  lobbying  elected  of¬ 
ficials  for  AIDS  funding  for  community- 
based  organizations;  developing  policy 
statements  for  GMHC  and  organizing  for¬ 
ums  to  educate  the  public. 
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Weaving  the  future  of 
Black  gender  politics 

Craig  G.  Harris  sets  a  feminist 
agenda  for  Black  Gay  men 


ast  weekend  I  took  advantage  of  a  blue 
moon  free  afternoon  and  headed  to  the 
Mart  on  125th  Street  looking  for  some 
much-needed  household  decorations.  I 
bought  three  prints:  a  Horace  Pippin,  a 
Romare  Bearden,  and  a  Paul  Goodnight. 
When  I  returned  home,  J  noticed  that  I  had 
selected  graphics  dominated  by  formidable, 
beautiful  Black  women.  I  chose  to  hang  the 
largest,  which  is  my  favorite,  at  the  focal 
point  of  my  living  room.  It  is  the  1987  Good¬ 
night  entitled  “Links  and  Lineage.” 

The  painting  depicts  a  mother  cornrowing 
her  young  daughter’s  hair.  The  daughter,  in 
turn,  is  combing  out  the  gray  strands  of  her 
grandmother  who  is  crafting  an  intricate 
quilt.  The  scene  reminds  of  Alice  Walker’s 
observation: 

...in  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  there  hangs  a 
quilt  unlike  any  other  in  the  world.  In 
fanciful,  inspired,  and  yet  simple  and 
identifiable  figures,  it  portrays  the 
story  of  the  Crucifixion.  It  is  con¬ 
sidered  rare,  beyond  price.  Though  it 
follows  no  known  pattern  of  quilt¬ 
making,  and  though  it  is  made  of  bits 
and  pieces  of  worthless  rags,  it  is  ob¬ 
viously  the  work  of  a  person  of  pow¬ 
erful  imagination  and  deep  spiritual 
feeling.  Below  the  quilt  I  saw  a  note 
that  says  it  was  made  by  an  “anony¬ 
mous”  Black  woman  in  Alabama,  a 
hundred  years  ago.' 

For  too  long,  Black  women,  as  a  class,  have 
been  forced  to  create  from  remnants  — 
weaving  the  fabrics  of  their  lives  into 
priceless  works  of  art  while  suffering  con¬ 
ditions  tantamount  to  crucifixion  at  the 
hands  of  the  State. 


Many  Black  Gay  men  are 
guilty  of  repeated 
conscious  and  unconscious 
injustices  against  Black 
women  in  general,  and 
their  Lesbian  sisters  in 
particular.  Black  Gay 
men’s  discomfort  with  self- 
identification  of  their 
sexuality  and  subsequent 
isolation  have  further  led 
to  misunderstanding  and 
fear,  rather  than  hatred,  of 
Black  Lesbians. 

Illil? _ 


|i||  '  "  1  in 

Black  women  have  also  suffered  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  suffer  at  the  hands  of  their  osten¬ 
sibly  progressive  brothers.  Margaret  Sloan- 
Hunter,  a  founding  editor  of  Ms.  magazine, 
articulated  such  oppression  quite  eloquently 
in  her  keynote  address  to  the  National  Black 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Conference  in  Los  Angeles 
on  February  14,  1988.  Describing  her  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  Black  Power  Movement, 
Sloan-Hunter  recalled  that  when  working 
with  the  Congress  of  Racial  Equality 
(CORE),  the  role  of  women  was  one  of 
‘  ‘making  lemonade,  taking  care  of  the  child¬ 
ren,  and  giving  up  a  lot  of  pussy.”2  She  con¬ 
tinued  with  a  story  about  asking  Stokeley 
Carmichael  about  the  position  of  Black 
women  in  the  movement.  His  response: 
“Prone.”3 

Consistent  with  the  beliefs  and  behaviors 
of  many  Black  men,  Carmichael  probably 
thought  his  response  was  cool.  I  doubt  that 
he  realized  the  relationship  between  the  op¬ 
pression  he  encountered  from  the  larger 
society  as  a  Black  man,  and  the  subjugation 
of  Black  women  by  leaders  of  the  Movement 
and  Black  men  in  general.  I  doubt  he  was 
aware  of  the  psychosocial  stressors  that  pro¬ 
pelled  his  flippancy. 

Psychologist  Richard  Majors  describes 


this  phenomenon  among  Black  men  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

Being  cool  is  a  unique  response  to 
adverse  social,  political  and  economic 
conditions.  Cool  provides  control,  in¬ 
ner  strength,  stability  and  confidence. 
Being  cool,  illustrated  in  its  various 
poses  and  postures,  becomes  a  very 
powerful  and  necessary  tool  in  the 
Black  man’s  constant  fight  for  his 
soul....  Cool  Pose,  however,  is  not 
without  its  price.  Many  Black  males 
fail  to  discriminate  the  appropriate 
uses  of  Cool  Pose  and  act  cool  much 
of  the  time,  without  regard  to  time  or 
space....  Perhaps  Black  men  have  be¬ 
come  so  conditioned  to  keeping  up 
their  guard  against  oppression  from 
the  dominant  white  society  that  this 
particular  attitude  and  behavior  rep¬ 
resents  for  them  the  best  safeguard 
against  further  mental  or  physical 
abuse.  However,  this  same  behavior 
makes  it  difficult  for  these  males  to  let 
their  guard  down  and  show  affection, 
even  for  people  they  actually  care 
about  or  for  people  that  may  really 
care  about  them  (e.g.,  girlfriends, 
wives,  mothers,  fathers,  “good” 
friends,  etc.).6 

Majors  goes  on  to  say: 

Cool  Pose  represents  a  fundamental 
structuring  of  the  psyche  of  the  Black 
male  and  is  manifested  in  some  way  or 
another  in  the  daily  activities  and  rec¬ 
reational  habits  of  most  Black  males. 
There  are  few  other  social  or  psycho¬ 
logical  constructs  that  have  shaped, 
directed  or  controlled  the  Black  male 
to  the  extent  that  the  various  forms  of 
coolness  have.  It  is  surprising,  then, 
that  for  a  concept  that  has  the  poten¬ 
tial  to  explain  problems  in  Black  male 
and  Black  female  relationships, 
Black-on-Black  crime,  and  Black-on- 
Black  pregnancies,  there  is  such 
limited  research  on  the  subject.5 

Majors  demonstrates  keen  insights  into 
the  psyche  of  Black  (heterosexual)  males 
and  its  manifestations  of  aggressive,  self¬ 
destructive  behaviors  that  threaten  the  cohe¬ 
siveness  of  the  Black  community  as  a  whole. 
He  fails,  however,  to  investigate  the  impact 
of  the  variable  of  sexual  orientation/affec- 
tional  preference  on  intra-racial  communi¬ 
ty-building. 

Added  to  the  cruelties  of  a  racist  and  sex¬ 
ist  society,  homophobia  has  relegated  Black 
Lesbians  to  a  status  of  voluntary  or  involun¬ 
tary  outsiders  —  either  not  known  to,  or 
kept  apart  from  her  brothers  and  heterosex¬ 
ual  sisters. 

Audre  Lorde  provides  personal  examples 
of  this  in  a  speech  she  delivered  at  the 
Women’s  Center  of  Medgar  Evers  College: 

When  I  weaned  my  daughter  in  1963 
to  go  to  Washington  in  August  to 
work  in  the  coffee  tents  along  with 
Lena  Horne,  making  coffee  for  the 
marshalls  because  that’s  what  most 
Black  women  did  in  the  1963  March 
on  Washington,  I  was  a  Black  Les¬ 
bian....  When  I  picketed  for  Welfare 
Mothers’  Rights,  and  against  the  en¬ 
forced  sterilization  of  young  Black 
girls,  when  I  fought  institutionalized 
racism  in  the  New  York  City  Schools, 

I  was  a  Black  Lesbian.  But  you  did 
not  know  it  because  we  did  not  iden¬ 
tify  ourselves,  so  now  you  can  say  that 
Black  Lesbians  and  Gay  men  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  struggles  of  the 
Black  Nation.6 

Lorde  describes  the  fear  provoked  by  Black 
Lesbians,  saying: 

The  terror  of  Black  Lesbians  is  buried 
in  that  deep  inner  place  where  we  have  '* 
been  taught  to  fear  all  difference  —  to 
kill  it  or  ignore  it... the  one  accusation 
that  seems  to  render  even  the  most 
vocal  straight  Black  woman  totally 
silent  and  ineffective  is  the  suggestion 
that  she  might  be  a  Black  Lesbian  ... 


Craig  G.  Harris 

let  anyone,  particularly  a  Black  man, 
accuse  a  straight  Black  woman  of  be¬ 
ing  a  Black  Lesbian,  and  right  away 
that  sister  becomes  immobilized,  as  if 
that  is  the  most  horrible  thing  she 
could  be,  and  must  at  all  costs  be  pro¬ 
ven  false.7 

Within  the  Lesbian/Gay  community, 
women  have  not  been  spared  the  affront  of 
misogyny.  According  to  John  Nierenberg: 

Gay  misogyny  is  consistently  rein¬ 
forced  by  confused  self-images  that 
result  in  insecurity  and  self-abuse. 
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The  Black  Lesbian 
community  is  far  more 
advanced  than  the  Black 
Gay  male  community 
along  the  process  of 
creating  institutions  and 
building  coalitions.  Black 
Gay  men  are  only 
beginning  the  process  of 
coming  together  to  combat 
the  oppression  we  face  as 
Blacks  and  as  Gays.  While 
our  autonomous 
organizing  is  essential,  we 
must  be  mindful  of  the 
issues  of  Black  women, 
particularly  Black 
Lesbians. 


The  gay  male... has  a  variety  of  moti¬ 
vations  for  his  misogyny:  to  reassure 
himself  and  others  of  his  “masculin¬ 
ity”;  to  reassure  other  gay  and 
straight  misogynists  of  his  alliance 
with  Men....* 

Comparing  Majors’  theory  of  Black  men 
and  the  “Cool  Pose”  with  Nierenberg’s 
reasoning  for  Gay  misogyny,  we  are  not  sur¬ 
prised  to  find  that  many  Black  Gay  men  are 
guilty  of  repeated  conscious  and  uncon¬ 


scious  injustices  against  Black  women  in 
general,  and  their  Lesbian  sisters  in  par¬ 
ticular.  Black  Gay  men’s  discomfort  with 
self-identification  of  their  sexuality  and  sub¬ 
sequent  isolation  have  further  led' to  misun¬ 
derstanding  and  fear,  rather  than  hatred,  of 
Black  lesbians. 

It  cannot  go  unrecognized  that  the  Black 
Lesbian  community  is  far  more  advanced 
than  the  Black  Gay  male  community  along 
the  process  of  creating  institutions  and 
building  coalitions.  This  Black  Lesbian 
organizing  is  rooted  in  the  traditions  of  the 
National  Association  of  Colored  Women’s 
Clubs  founded  in  1896,  the  Women’s  Suf¬ 
frage  Movement,  and  the  Women’s  Libera¬ 
tion/Feminist  Movement.  Black  Gay  men, 
on  the  other  hand,  are  only  beginning  the 
process  of  coming  together  to  combat  the 
oppression  we  face  as  Blacks  and  as  Gays. 
While  our  autonomous  organizing  is  an 
essential  element  of  the  growth  process  of 
the  Black  Gay  male  community,  we  must  be 
mindful  of  the  issues  of  Black  women,  par¬ 
ticularly  Black  Lesbians,  and  must  incor¬ 
porate  these  issues  into  our  agendas. 

Black  Gay  men  must  also  work  in  coali¬ 
tion  with  Black  Lesbians  to  learn  from  each 
other,  and  in  order  to  tackle  the  bias  we  en¬ 
counter  from  our  heterosexual  sisters  and 
brothers,  and  the  many  difficult  problems 
facing  the  overall  Black  community.  In  the 
words  of  Barbara  Smith: 

Blackness  is  an  inestimable  bond.... 
Even  as  a  baby  I  suffered  the  result  of 
racial  oppression  and  I  had  to  learn  to 
cope  with  it  long  before  I  had  any  ink¬ 
ling  of  what  it  might  mean  to  be  a 
woman  or  a  Lesbian.  This  does  not 
mean  that  racism  is  more  important 
than  other  oppressions.  But  as  I’ve 
often  stated,  it  is  the  most  pervasive 
and  dangerous  oppression  in  my  life. 

My  perceptions  about  race  are  not 
something  that  I  have  to  explain  to  ac¬ 
tivist  Black  Gay  men,  nor  do  I  need  to 
delineate  the  challenge  of  being  queer 
in  the  Black  community.  I  also  don’t 
have  to  explain  the  talk  I  talk,  why  I 
cannot  get  into  white  women’s  music, 
why  I  do  not  call  Black  persons  past  a 
certain  age  by  their  first  names,  or 
why  I  am  so  worried  about  our  youth. 

It’s  all  understood.  We  share  lang¬ 
uage,  culture,  values,  the  African 
genius,  family  ties  —  in  short,  we 
Continued  on  page  1 1 
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Expect 

the  It's 
Unexpected 


MATCH  GO  MATE 

For  that  meaninaful 


For  that  meaningful  Relationship 


1-900-820-8017 


HANG  OUT. 


Hang  out  with  someone  you  care  about. 

With  “voice  personals”  from  Gay  Selections, 
you  can  meet  other  gay  men  who  share  your  lifestyle 
and  live  in  New  England. 

Simply  call  Gay  Selections  and  listen  to  a  dozen  or 
more  personal  messages  from  a  diverse  selection  of  gay 
men,  then  respond  to  those  messages  that  interest  you. 

GlW 

SELECTIONS 

1-900-456-3700 

Only  89*  per  minute.  Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ©Jartel,  Inc.,  1%1 
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Gender  Politics 

Continued  from  centerspread 
^hare  Blackness.9 

Smith  is  not  naive  enough  to  believe  that 
the  bond  of  ethnicity  will  cause  her  associa¬ 
tions  with  all  Black  Gay  men  to  be  charac¬ 
terized  by  mutual  respect  and  cooperation. 
Rather,  she  acknowledges  the  growing 
number  of  pro-feminist  Black  Gay  men: 

Of  course,  I  am  blessed  to  be  in  con¬ 
tact  with  highly  progressive  and  aware 
Black  Gay  men  who  have  chosen  to 
define  their  situation  politically  and 
not  merely  as  a  lifestyle.  I  am  not  say¬ 
ing  that  our  differences  never  cause 
problems  or  that  sexism  never  enters 
in,  but  I’ve  observed  a  great  deal  of 
willingness  to  grapple  with  these 
issues.  If  there’s  one  thing  that  most 
impresses  me  about  our  interactions, 
it  is  how  much  kindness  there  is  be¬ 
tween  us.  Perhaps  because  sexual  and 
romantic  agendas  are  suspended,  we 
can  all  just  relax  and  treat  each  other 
like  folks.  I  often  imagine  what  our 
heterosexual  sisters  and  brothers 
might  think  if  they  could  see  us,  sup¬ 
posed  man-  and  woman-haters,  stead¬ 
ily  working  for  our  liberation  and 
having  a  damned  good  time  in  the 
process.10 

More  Black  men  need  to  possess  the  sen¬ 
sitivity  and  political  insights  Smith  depicts. 
More  Black  Gay  men  must  come  to  the  reali¬ 
zation  that  their  oppression  is  inextricably 
linked  to  the  oppression  of  a  wide  range  of 
disenfranchised  peoples,  but  most  impor¬ 
tantly,  that  of  Black  Lesbians  and  Black 
heterosexual  women. 

It  is  essential  that  Black  Gay  men  become 
visible  in  the  Anti-Rape  movement  with  the 
understanding  that  what  motivates  sexual 
violence  against  Black  women  motivates  in¬ 
cidents  of  fag  bashing.  It  is  important  for 
Black  Gay  men  to  support  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment  with  the  realization  that  a  cap¬ 
italist  system  which  denies  parity  of  work¬ 
ers’  compensation  on  the  basis  of  gender,  is 
the  same  system  which  disburses  unequal 
pay  on  the  basis  of  race,  and  further,  will 
deny  employment  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation/affectional  preference.  Black 
Gay  men  must  become  active  in  the  Pro- 
choice  Movement  and  see  the  direct  corre¬ 
lations  between  a  woman’s  right  to  decide 
not  to  complete  the  gestation  process  —  and 
likewise,  to  be  protected  from  forced 


obstetrical  interventions  —  and  the  rights  of 
HIV-infected  Black  Gay  men  to  drug  thera¬ 
pies  through  clinical  trials. 

The  more  clearly  we  see  these  connec¬ 
tions,  the  better  equipped  we  will  be  to 
create  a  movement  as  powerful,  and  as 
priceless,  as  the  quilt  that  hangs  in  the 
Smithsonian.  As  a  reminder,  and  as  inspira¬ 
tion,  let  us  look  to  the  images  of  three 
generations  of  Black  women  in  “Links  and 
Lineage”  —  the  grandmother  piecing  to¬ 
gether  bits  and  scraps  to  weave  a  protective 
covering  for  generations  to  come.  □ 

'Walker,  Alice,  In  Search  of  Our  Mothers’ 
Gardens,  Harcourt,  Brace,  Jovanovich,  New 
York,  NY,  1984,  p.239. 

’Harris,  Craig  G.,  “Coming  to  Power,”  The  Ad¬ 
vocate,  April  12,  1988,  p.38. 

’Ibid. 

4Majors,  Richard,  G.,  “Cool  Pose:  The  Proud 
Signature  of  Black  Survival,”  Changing  Men, 
Winter  1986,  p.6. 

’Ibid. 

6Lorde,  Audre,  A  Burst  of  Light,  Firebrand 
Books,  Ithaca,  NY,  1988,  p.23. 

’Ibid.  pp. 21-22. 

'Nierenberg,  John  R.,  “Misogyny:  Gay  and 
Straight,”  New  Men,  New  Minds,  ed.  Franklin 
Abbott,  The  Crossing  Press,  Freedom,  CA,  1 987, 
p.  1 33. 

9Smith,  Barbara,  “Working  for  Liberation  and 
Having  a  Damned  Good  Time,”  New  York 
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Craig  G.  Harris  is  a  Black  gay  male  feminist 
and  writer.  An  earlier  version  of  this  piece 
appeared  in  the  Black  lesbian  publication 
Ache,  Vol.  1,  No.  6,  July  1989.  Ache  can  be 
reached  at  P.O.  Box  6071,  Albany,  CA 
94706. 
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Come  Celebrate  Over  forty  Years  of  the 

Lesbian  in  Literature 


“Lesbian  Pulps  and  Fiction 

to  1975: 
A  Slide 
Presentation” 


by  Maida  Tilchen 

Wed.  Nov.  29,  8  PM 
Pearson  1  04 
Tufts  University 
for  info:  38 1  -3580 
sponsored  by  the  Tufts 
Lesbian,  Gay,  and  Bisexual 
Community 

from  The  Well  of  Loneliness  to  Journey  to  Lesbos  to  Rubyfrult 
Jungle,  from  Stephen  Gordon  to  Beebo  Brinker,  a  celebration  of 

lesbian  lives  and  loves... 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


GET  STUFFED! 

At  the  FRIDAY  NIGHT  STUFFING  PARTY 

Each  and  every  Friday  Night  at 

"'GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS'" 

62  Berkeley  Street 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

ADMIRAL'S  LANDING 
GUEST  HOUSE 
(OPEN  YR  RND) 

158  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(508)  487-9665  Brochure 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway, 

Cambridge 

(617)  868-3392 

T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 

Repairs/PartsA/Vork- 

space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 

PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave, 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR’S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629(10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

EARLE  III  INC. 

Building  Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and 
Commercial 
Call  Buddy 
(617)354-1706 


HOUSECLEANING  AT 
ANY  TIME 
Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 
(617)  567-6736 
Residential  or 
Commercial 
Windows  included! 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Matison, 

L. I.C.S.W. 

(508)  475-6950 
Insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
I86V2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M. A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY, 

LICSW 

Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)  267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HI V/ 
AIDS  issues,  gay/les¬ 
bian  sexuality 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60%  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

CENTER 

Dog  Behavior 

Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

(617)  395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)  497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 

Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 
HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL 
INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  international 
information  on  health, 
bars,  and  events. 

Call  11  PM-2  AM,  (215) 
634-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY-LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

(617)  491-5567 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)  227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well- 
balanced,  delicious 
macrobiotic  meals. 

Also,  special  diets  for 

life-threatening 

illnesses. 

Dellvery/references.  Call 
Mary  (617)  277-8087. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)  262-1000,  X  298, 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

PAINTING 


TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  In  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 
Call  (617)  661-6089 
for  Estimate 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio,  Barry 
Wing,  Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Eventsphone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov’t.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL’S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 

(617)  353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN'S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO  —  A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
Th.  4  PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM-2 
AM,  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 
Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ERSONALS 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

WE  KNOW  YOU'RE  OUT  THERE 
Looking  for  hot  horny  honeys?  Do  you  fit  the  bill? 
Want  to  join  our  homo  harem?  We  are  hardy, 
wholesome,  daring  dykes  looking  for  more  of  the  same. 
Send  photos,  adventurous  attitude  a  plus.  GCN  Box 
363. _ (20) 

SPORT 

This  sort  of  communication  could  get  expensive  but  you 
sound  like  you  might  be  worth  it.  Are  you?  Your  letter 
was  pretty  hot  but  it  left  me  wanting  more.  Lots  more. 
Get  yourself  to  a  Woolworth’s  photo  booth  and  send  me 
a  picture  as  soon  as  possible,  boy.  If  you  do  everything  1 
tell  you,  you  won’t  be  sorry,  GCN  Box  372. _ (20) 

LATHY  LUV-MUFFIN! 

Let  us  renounce  the  commodification  of  couple-dom! 
No  garrish  gifts  or  fancy  feasts  for  us.  We  shall  instead 
drift  aimlessly  thru  Beantown,  encountering  zones  of 
nostalgia  and  alienation,  lesbiating  publicly. _ (19) 

FUCK  BUDDY/IES  WANTED 

28  year  old  big,  burly,  bearded  grizzly  looking  for  other 
bears  to  maul  me!  Facial/body  hair,  brains  a  plus!  Send 
sleazy  response  to  GCN  Box  372.  Photos  answered  first. 
_ _ (19) 

NO  TIME  FOR  SMALL  TALK 

Send  this  GM  your  photo  and  phone  number  and  we’ll 
get  together  and  do  it.  I’ll  bring  the  condoms  and  a  dirty 
mind.  No  strings,  just  lust.  GCN  Box  358. _ (19) 

PERSONAL  HEAT 

Looking  for  that  steamy  afternoon  or  lust-filled  night? 
Do  you  like  sex  toys,  dirty  talk  or  a  quiet  afternoon  on 
the  beach?  Start  with  a  GCN  personal  and  realize  all  of 
your  fantasies. 


A' 


A1 


MNODNCFMfMTS 

CLASSIFIEDS  DEADLINE 

Due  to  the  Thanksgiving  Holiday  next  week,  the  deadline  for 
Classifieds  has  been  changed  to  Monday  at  noon  for  the  1 1/26  issue  only. 
_ _ (]_’) 

LESBIAN  INCEST  GROUP 

16  wk  therapy  group  starting  in  fall  still  seeking  2  members. 
Group  meets  Tues.  7-8:30pm,  call  Gloria  Melnitsky,  LICSW 
at  661-0248  for  information,  interview. _ (20) 

GRAND  CANYON  ADVENTURE  TRIP 
Sponsored  by  the  Connecticut  Women  Outdoors  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Womantrek.  September  5-1 3th,  1990,  8  days  on  the 
river.  Space  is  limited,  Reservation  and  Deposit  required  by 
December  28th  1989.  Trip  cost  $1450.  Contact  Mary  (203) 
243-1340  Carol  (203)  668-5086. _ 03) 

LESBIANS  DOING  AIDS  WORK 

1  have  begun  a  project  which  looks  at  issues  for  lesbians  doing 
AIDS  work.  This  is  a  multi-racial,  multi-class  project.  If  you 
are  employed  in  AIDS  care,  advocacy,  research,  education,  or 
administration,  please  contact  Jennifer  Walters  19  Roseway 
Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  (617)5244211. _ (21) 


NNOUNCEMENTS 

FULL  BODY  ORGASM!  EROTIC  MASSAGE 

Healing  the  Body  Erotic  with  Joe  Kramer  from  Oakland.  In¬ 
tro  seminar:  Friday,  Nov.  17,  7:30-10:30  P.M.  Rebirthing  and 
sensual  massage  week-end:  Nov.  18  &  19.  Call  David  at 
522-0717  for  info, _ 09) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
experiencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 

W) 


SERVICES 

PET  SITTING 

CREATURE  COMFORTS  —  Dog  Walking  —  Pet 
Feeding  —  Mail  —  Plants.  Insured  &  Bonded.  Serving: 
Brookline,  Newton,  Allston,  Brighton,  J.P.  Roslindale 
&W.  Roxbury,  738-4448. _ (24) 

PROFESSIONAL  MASSAGE 

Get  back  in  touch  with  feeling  good!  90  minute  session 
tailored  to  your  needs.  Holiday  gift  certificates 
available.  AMTA  certified.  Call  Rosanne  Beaurivage 
782-8397, _ (23) 

ACCOMODATION  ADDRESSES 
Business  or  Personal  mail  received,  held,  forwarded. 
Privacy,  security,  convenience.  PPS/N,  P.O.  Box  91, 
Milton,  MA  02186,  1-800-356-0909. _ (43) 

EXPERIENCED  HOUSECLEANER 
After  a  long  day  at  work,  come  home  to  a  clean  house. 
Call  Judy  at  623-0266.  References  available.  Cambridge 
and  Somerville  areas. _ (19) 

RITE-WAY  CLEANING 

Just  let  me  do  it!  Residential  and  commercial.  266-4099. 
9am-Noon,  or  after  6pm, _ (20) 

DO  YOU  NEED  A  TYPESETTER! 

Freelance  typesetter  available  full  or  part-time  to  work 
on  Compugraphic  MCS  (Power  Page)  system.  Available 
weekends,  some  evenings.  Call  Ann  at  491-2653.  Leave 
message. _ -  (19) 

PART  TIME  WORK 

GCN  staff  member  seeks  10-15  hours  of  work  per  week. 
Need  some  extra  help  around  the  office?  I  can  work 

Saturdays,  some  mornings  or  evenings.  Contact 

Margaret  at  426-4469. _ 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  Theresa  A.  Young 
Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


m 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25C  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25<t 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x_ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

_ number  of  runs)  $  _ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $_ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 

Total  $  _ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip,  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
(2  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  M A  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  647-267-G9C0 

counseling  ■  research  •  education 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION: 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


Staff  of  18 
next  to  T 
&  bus  depot 
sliding  scale/ins. 


520  Comm.  Ave. 
Kenmore  Sq. 
247-4861 


COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN  BY  WOMEN 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

15  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 

r617; 

266-20 
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42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON  MA  02215 


PERSONAt  HEAtTH  -  - 

•General  Medical  Care  *Spor*s  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

—4755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-4459-  -  —  ■  \ 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 


SERVING  THE  CAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 


General  Medicine  •  Counseling  ■  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 

HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
-  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE  t 
267-7573  267-0159  267-9001 

16  Haviland  St  ■  Boston  •  617-267-7573 

medical  •  business 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


Director  of  Domestic  Violence  Program  &  Volunteer 
Services:  Coordination  of  domestic  violence  program 
and  volunteer  activities  for  a  small  community-based 
organization  serving  lesbian  and  gay  crime  victims.  Ex¬ 
perience  with  domestic  violence  and/or  volunteer 
management  preferred.  Salary  S28-32K  plus  benefits. 
Women  and  minorities  encouraged.  Cover  letter  and 
resume  to  NYC  Gay  &  Lesbian  Anti-Violence  Project, 
208  W.  13th  St,,  NY,  NY  10011. _ [19) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

NYC  GAY  &  LESBIAN  ANTI-VIOLENCE  PROJECT 

a  social  service  and  advocacy  organization,  seeks 
dynamic  leader  and  proven  administrator.  Women  and 
minorities  encouraged.  Cover  letter  and  resume  by 
November  30,  1989  to  E.D.  Search  Committee,  Anti- 
Violence  Project,  208  W.  13th  St.,  NY,  NY  10011.  (20) 

ATTENTION:  Excellent  income  for  home  assembly 
work,  info.  Call  504-646-1700  Dept.  P6687. _ (20) 

TEMPORARY  PART-TIME 

Gay  and  lesbian  publisher  needs  temporary  part-time 
shipping  help  for  holiday  season.  15-25  hours  a  week, 
flexible  hours,  non-smoking  office.  South  End  location. 
$7/hour.  Phone  Tina  at  Alyson  Publications,  542-5679. 
_ (20) 

BOOK  PRODUCTION 

Gay  and  lesbian  publisher  looking  for  experienced  per¬ 
son  to  handle  desktop  publishing,  design,  and  produc¬ 
tion  of  books,  catalogs,  and  ads.  Typesetting,  com¬ 
puter,  and/or  design  experience  helpful.  Non-smoking 
office.  Send  resume,  cover  letter,  samples  of  past  work, 
and  salary  requirements  by  Nov.  30  to  Sasha  Alyson, 
Alyson  Publications,  40  Plympton  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02118. _ (20) 

CIVIL  RIGHTS  ATTORNEY 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders  (GLAD)  New 
England’s  public  interest  legal  org.,  seeks  staff  attorney 
for  new  civil  rts.  position  to  litigate  test  cases,  work  with 
pro  bono  panel,  do  public  education.  Knowledge  of  les- 
bian/gay  rights  required;  litigation  experience  preferred. 
Resume  and  writing  sample  to  P.O.B.  218,  Boston,  MA 
021 12  by  12/4/89. _ : _ (19) 

ACTORS/ACTRESSES  WANTED 
For  local  TV  commercials.  No  experience  necessary.  For 
casting  info  call  1-518-459-8928  Ext.  TV  4404E,  (19) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $177/wk. 
Weekends  $180.  Call  731-6228.  _ (38) 


PEOPLE 
WITH  AIDS 
NEED  YOU 


If  you're  interested  in  providing 
health  care  to  people  with  AIDS,  The 
Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 
has  a  unique  opportunity.  Currently, 
we  are  training  Home  Health  Aides 
to  work  specifically  with  people  with 
AIDS.  We  will  certify  you  as  a  Home 
Health  Aide.  Serve  your  community 
and  provide  personal  care  to  people 
who  need  your  help. 

•  Flexible  schedule 

•  Paid  training  provided 

•  Benefits  available 

Interested  candidates  should  call  Jim 
McCarthy;  RN,  at  (617)  426-7950. 

An  equal  opportunity  employer 


Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  Boston 


75  Arlington  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 16 


R 


OOMMATE  WANTED 


3  LF  looking  for  4th  for  Belmont  home.  Friendly,  in¬ 
dependent,  household.  No  drugs/smoke.  Near  bus  line. 
$295-plus.  Available  late  Dec./Jan.  Call  Sara/Kate 
484-5319. _ (20) 

2  lesbian  roommates  over  30  wanted  for  9  room  house  in 
Bridgewater.  Quiet  neighborhood.  Parking,  yard.  No 
smokers,  or  drinkers  please.  Vegetarian  preferred. 
Available  now:  $350/mth  plus  utilities.  Cathy  (617) 
282-7227. _  (20) 

THERE’S  NO  PLACE  LIKE  HOME 
Progressive  coop  home  near  Central  Square  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  seeks  funky  and  irreverant  housemate.  Semi-vcg. 
No  cigs  or  cats.  Flex  move  in  date.  $375  includes  all. 
864-1466.  _ 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  NOVEMBER  19-25,  1989  □  PAGE  13 


CLASSIFIEDS 


R 


OOMMATt  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


SOMERVILLE 

Non-sexist,  gay/straight  household  seeks  fourth  person. 
We  are  2M,  1W,  prefer  a  W25-plus,  nonsmk,  friendly, 
semi-coop  but  independent,  near  Davis  T.  260/mo.  in¬ 
cludes  heat.  Available  Dec.  1;  776-4693,  pis  lv  message! 
_ (19) 

WATERTOWN  HOUSEHOLD 

4th  roommate  needed  for  independent  lesbian  apart¬ 
ment  in  Watertown.  Spacious,  sunny.  Smoke  o.k. 
$200-pIus  util.  Convenient  to  bus  lines.  Great  deal!  Call 
926-8258,  leave  message. _ (19) 

2LFs  sk  3rd,  25-plus,  for  large  Cambridgeport  hse. 
Bdrm,  study  for  $270.  Bckyrd,  drvwy.  Have  one  hand- 
some  dog,  no  more  pets  please.  Cali  661-6771 , _ (19) 

WATERTOWN 

2  sober  LFs  seek  2  more  to  share  large  house.  Common 
kitchen,  living  room,  driveway.  350-plus.  Couples  ok. 
524-2282  (leave  message). _ (19) 

MISSION  HILL 

2  bedroom  apt.  to  share  with  GWM.  $300-plus.  Utilities, 
non-smoker,  no  drugs.  Street  parking  available. 

445-9722. _ (19) 

2  LFs/dog  seek  considerate,  warm  LF  28-plus  with  sense 
of  humor  for  Arlington  house  near  Spy  Pond. 
Washer/dryer,  2  porches,  yard,  parking,  near  busline. 
Available  Dec.  1.  300-plus,  no  more  pets,  no  smokers 
please.  648-4107. _ (19) 

Roommate  wanted  for  sunny  renovated  Victorian.  No 
pets,  chem  free.  Near  T.  Oversized  bedroom  $475  inclu 
util  Security  system,  laundry  cleaning  service.  Ashmont. 
265-4097,  Diane. _ (19) 

HOUSEMATES  WANTED 

2LFs  and  3GMs  seek  two  responsible  GP  to  share  our 
gigantic  secluded  independent  but  friendly  JP  home 
close  to  public  transport  w/d  fp  must  see,  pref. 
nonsmoker,  avail  Dec.  1  and  Jan  1  250  and  350  plus  util, 
call  Ruth  522-6350. _ (19) 

Cambridge/Somerville — One  minute  to  ‘T’,  stores.  15 
min.  walk  to  Harvard.  2  amusing,  friendly,  LFs  seek 
responsible,  neat,  LF  for  nice  apt.,  quiet  st.  No  smok- 
ing,  no  pets.  $359  plus.  776-6158. _ (19) 

2LF  need  3rd  for  Victorian  in  Newtonvilie.  Vi  acre  yard 
on  bus  lines.  Share  entire  house.  Your  bdrm  is  entire  3rd 
floor  with  'A  bath.  $350  plus.  965-0648.  CHEM.  FREE 
A  MUST, _ (19) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  bdrm,  chem  and  smoke  free, 
apt.  in  JP.  1  have  2  cats.  Another  nego.  $247.50  plus. 
NearT.  Call  522-2332. _ (19) 

NEAR  HARVARD  FRIENDLY  STREET 
Room  open  in  2BR  on  Camb.-Som.  line.  Now  thru  Aug. 
’90.  Share  meals.  Artists,  activists  very  welcome.  $325 
plus  util.  Sec,  deposit  call  Alan  666-8093. _ (19) 

LESBIAN  ROOMMATE  WANTED! 

Lesbian  with  beautiful  2  bedroom  house  in  Everett,  e-z 
parking;  available  now;  no  pets  or  heavy  drugs. 

381-8774,  $325-plus.  _ (19) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 

Housemate  needed  for  funky,  progressive,  semi-veg, 
semi-coop  home  in  beautiful  Cambridgeport  for  Dec. 
1st  or  sooner.  Call  864-1466,  evenings  best, _ 

URGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Be¬ 
tween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets, _ (19) 

BOSTON  SUBLET 

Attractive  and  comfortable  Allston  apartment,  conve¬ 
nient  to  Cambridge.  Share  with  my  roommate  who  is 
here  3  days/week,  it’s  all  yours  the  rest  of  the  week  and 
weekend.  Dec.  or  Jan.  thru  Mar.  or  April  —  my  plans 
are  flexible,  so  let’s  talk.  $380  plus  'A  utils.  Lynn 
254-6807.  _ (19) 


H 


OUSING  WANTFD 

SSOO  REWARD 

GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge/Somerville 
area.  $500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $500  reward  for  rent 
control.  Call  Liz  864-1466. _ (c) 


a: 


PARTMENTS 


Salem  2br  4 ‘A  rm  near  train  and  Commoas.  Newly  renovated 
kitchen  &  bath  hardwood  floors  w/d  hookup,  nice  yard.  $650 
plus  utilities.  508-745-4383  after  6PM _ (19) 

SUNNY 

JP  —  2  bedrooms,  liardwood  floors,  close  to  T,  good 
neighbors,  small  yard.  1st  floor  triple  decker.  Avail.  12/01 
$660/mo,  (401)  397-3628. _ (19) 


A' 


P  A^TMENTS 


CALL  US  AGAIN 

LF  couple  seek  LF/GM  couple  to  share  big,  beaut,  house  in 
Somerville.  You  get  2  BR  plus  your  own  LR.  We  share  kitch., 
DR,  porch,  yard.  Avail.  Nov.  15  or  Dec.  1.  $750.  625-0585. 
_ _ (1?) 

Sunny,  quiet,  large,  3  room,  semi  rural  10  minutes  from  Red 
Line  (Braintree)  avail  Nov.  1.  $550  includes  electricity. 

767-9224. _ (19) 

SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 

4424693  or  leave  message. _ (c) 


U  B  L  l  CATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114. 


■  mri 


o 


R 


a 
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SALE 


SELLING  IT? 

If  you’re  looking  to  sell  your  house,  your  car  — 
whatever  —  start  with  a  GCN  classified  ad.  This  is  a 
low-cost,  highly  effective  way  to  reach  the  thousands  of 
people  who  read  GCN  each  week! 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  heated  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Enjoy  this  beautiful 
100  acre  mountain  setting  with  spectacular  fall  colors! 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers.  (1 


RGANfZATfONS 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
523-7363  for  info, _ '  _ (15.32) 

MANtBOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  631 18.  _ •  (7) 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPUif'25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
_ Very  careful  movers  64 1  -1 234 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

I _ 236-1 84S_  ___ 


11  RLI  CATIONS 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  PISD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  94114. _ 

Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick ,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139.  _ (16.33) 


Prisoners 
.Seeking 
!  Friends 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups ,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too’) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas.  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky,  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee.  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut.  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio,  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island.  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  lUSTlCE 


FREE  to  prisoners:  Prisoners  can  re¬ 
quest  the  PWA — RAG  Newsletter 
(Prisoners  With  AIDS— Rights  Ad¬ 
vocacy  Group)  Newsletter  by  writing 
to:  National  AIDS  Network,  c/o  Phil 
Pelino,  2033  M  St.  NW,  (No.800), 
Washington  DC  20036. 


I  enjoy  reading  your  newspaper  a  lot.  I  was 
hoping  that  you  could  put  my  name  in  your 
penpal  ads.  I’m  33  yrs  young,  like  sports,  all 
kinds  of  music,  fishing,  camping,  chess  and 
reading.  Renee  SIMS,  18795  SPHU  116, 
Frontera  CA  91720. 


I  would  like  to  have  a  penpal.  I’m  29,  love  the 
outdoors  and  long  walks,  soft  light  and  real  soft 
music,  and  a  nice  bottle  of  wine.  Let’s  be 
friends.  Judy  WILSON,  16435-R,  1479  Collins 
Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040. _ 


ANTIGONE  is  a  new  publication  that  will  serve 
as  a  support  for  prisoners,  ex-prisoners  and  their 
families.  They  do  some  legal  referrals,  PENPAL 
listings,  adopt-a-prisoner  visiting,  news  and  legal 
notes  column  .  Write  them  for  more  info  at:  An¬ 
tigone,  Box  308,  Farmington  Ml  48332.  (Their 
newsletter  is  $2  for  a  prisoner  subscription;  $7 
for  an  outsider).  


Your  publication  has  renewed  my  faith  in  the 
Gay  Community.  Thank  you.  I  would  like  also 
to  place  an  ad  in  your  penpal  section.  I’m  26, 
have  been  in  here  since  17,  and  am  looking  for 
someone  to  show  me  what  love  is  all  about.  Ed 
RUEGG,  108085,  Box  38,  1150  SW  Allapattah 
Rd,  Indiantown  FL  34956. 


Need  a  friend?  Me  too! 

Open-minded,  sincere,  frisky  and  gay.  Friendly 
or  hot  letters  all  answered.  Please  write.  E.T. 
POTIRIADES,  48146,  2605  State  St,  Salem  OR 
97310. 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Ml.  Morris,  1L  61054.  (17.36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14(ex) 

WOMEN  S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseiey,  MA 
02181, _ _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Ml  48219. _ (ex) 


Would  you  please  help  me  find  a  penpal?  I’m 
29,  part  Cherokee  Indian,  and  would  like  to 
write  to  someone  for  friendship.  Mack  HAR-  = 
RIS,  81669,  Star  Rt  Box  22-B,  Tucker  AR  g 
72168. _  § 

To  all  friends  of  GYPSY  BEE: 

From  East  to  West,  she  is  vacationing  in  E 
California  so  please  write:  Ivory  WILSON,  ■ 
17860-009,  3901  Klein  Blvd,  Lompoc  CA 
93436. _ 

White  gay  male  would  like  to  meet  any  Black 
man  that  will  not  play  games  and  will  be  a  real 
friend.  I  have  no  one  to  write  and  would  love  to 
hear  from  you.  I  can  write  other  prisoners  too. 
Richard  POORMAN,  97168  Dorm  3,  Box  479, 
Burgin  KY  40310. _ 

I  would  really  like  to  have  a  gay  man  to  write  to. 

I’ll  be  happy  to  write  back.  I  would  like  to  know 
all  about  the  gay  life  style  and  in  doing  so  I 
think  that  I  would  be  able  to  understand  myself 
better.  We  can  both  ask  questions  and  give 
answers.  Thanks!  Raymon  AMBROSE,  16837, 
Box  250,  Draper  UT  84020. _ 

Lonely  but  friendly  and  sexy  transvestite.  I’m 
24  years  of  youth  and  beauty.  If  there  is  any 
handsome  hungry  young  or  older  men  in¬ 
terested  in  a  sweet  brown  sugar  babe,  please  feel 
to  inquire.  I  go  by  the  name  of  Antail.  Roy 
DENNIS,  875513,  1500  W.  US  40,  Greencastle 
IN  46135. _ 

I‘m  32,  enjoy  the  outdoors  and  swimming  but 
also  enjoy  art,  music  along  with  reading  good 
novels,  and  a  good  warm  body  to  cuddle  up  to 
and  share  feelings  and  ideas  with.  I  don’t  know 
what  else  to  say.  I  hope  you  keep  me  on  your 
GCN  mailing  list!  Gary  COMPSTON,  458165, 
Jester  3,  Richmond  TX  77469. _ 

My  frame  is  cuddly  soft  and  I  would  truly  like 
to  find  a  caring  person  who  would  like  to  write 
me.  I’m  interested  in  outdoors  activities, 
boating,  biking,  etc.  and  indoors  too  (making 
love  in  a  hot  tub,  watching  movies  on  the  VCR, 
and  making  love  on  a  full  moon  lit  night!  Troy 
K.  EUBANKS,  490834,  Rt  4  Box  1200, 
Rosharon  TX  77583. _ 

39  yr  old  GM,  salt  and  pepper  hair,  college 
grad,  looking  for  sincere  friendship/penpal.  ■ 
Love  to  cook,  travel  and  cuddle.  Can  only  write 
free  world  people.  Lance  HIEMSTRA,  96916, 
KY  State  Reformatory,  LaGrange  KY  40031. 


Transvestite  seeking  friendship  B 

Being  incarcerated  is  hard  on  the  sexuality  of  g 
any  incarcerated  person,  but  it  is  especially  hard  — 
on  those  of  us  who  are  feminine  identified  & 
transvestite.  I’m  there  to  act  out  the  passive 
female  roll  with  very  little  satisfaction  for 
myself.  I’d  like  to  find  a  free  world  female  to 
write  just  for  friendship.  Age  is  not  a  problem. 
Please  write,  Misty.  Marshall  Ray  BREWER, 
383021,  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX  75851. 


It  really  put  a  smile  on  my  face  when  I  got  your 
first  (sample)  copy  of  GCN.  It’s  the  first  mail 
I’ve  got  from  the  outside  world  in  a  year!  I 
noticed  your  Prisoners  Seeking  Friends  section 
and  I  would  like  to  place  an  ad  too.  Lonely  Bi 
needs  a  concerned  soul  in  the  free  world.  Age, 
looks  &  race  unimportant.  What’s  in  your  heart 
is!  Rick  MASON,  201-036,  Box  56,  Lebanon 
OH  45036.  


Looking  for  new  friends.  Love  swimming,  cycl¬ 

ing,  hiking,  dancing,  music  and  nights  for  only 
2.  Write  Paul  POORE,  EF-228237,  Holly  A-l, 
PO  Box  417,  Hardwick  GA  31034. 


Sitting  in  this  BOX  I  now  call  ‘Home’ 

I’m  in  ‘segregation’  and  will  be  for  quite  a 
while.  I’m  having  a  hard  time  of  this.  Can’t  talk 
to  many  people  in  here.  Your  paper  is  the  only 
thing  1  have  to  read.  It  keeps  me  going.  Thank 
you.  Would  someone  like  to  be  writing  friends? 
Timothy  SUNDEEN,  52511,  2605  State  St, 
Salem  OR  97310.  


Intelligent,  soft-spoken,  29,  ebony  brown  skin, 
looking  for  someone  —  anyone!  who  enjoys 
writing  and  sharing  feelings,  ideas  and  percep¬ 
tions.  I  have  many  things  to  share  and  need  a 
friend.  Rickey  BASKERVILLE,  37374-3B-13, 
Rt  2  Box  2222,  Mineral  Point  MO  63660. 


Last  year  I  got  3  terrific  penpals  from  my  GCN 
ad.  I’m  an  erotic  fiction  writer  so  I  promise  hot 
letters.  1  enjoy  hearing  from  J/O  exhib.  Will 
send  my  photo  and  lots  of  steamy  letters. 
Adrian  LeCHANCE,  30208  Santa  Rita,  10,000 
S.  Wilmot,  Tucson  AZ  85777. _ 

Lonely  Latino  prisoner,  32,  looking  for 
feminine  gay  man  to  write  to  for  a  meaningful 
relationship.  Johnny  RIVERA,  TX0005,  100 
Warrior  Lane  4-35,  Bessemer  AL  35023. 


I  go  by  the  name  Antel  and  I’m  a  Pretty  brown 
skin  tenderoni.  I’m  24,  and  my  hobbies  are 
swimming,  fashion,  dancing  and  I’m  looking 
for  a  very  nice  friendship.  Please  feel  free  to 
write.  Roy  DENNIS,  875513,  737  Moon  Rd, 
Plainfield  IN  46168. _ 

iust  your  average  Angora  kitty 
.oyal,  quiet,  intelligent,  feminine  appearing 
person,  very  sensitive  and  sentimental,  enjoy 
rock,  jazz,  classical  music,  having  my  lil  toes 
tickled,  love  to  give  and  to  get  ‘real  care’  and  at¬ 
tention,  would  like  to  hear  from  a  mature,  car¬ 
ing  man.  J.  Angel  VARGAS,  D-70236,  480  Alta 
Rd  (F2 -6-239),  San  Diego  CA  92179. _ 

Black  male  interested  in  all  feminine  males  and 
TVs,  all  races,  would  like  to  hear  from 
prisoners  or  free  world  alike.  Well  hung,  Black 
and  full  of  cum.  Robert  UNDERWOOD, 
200428,  PO  Box  7450-VRU,  Trenton  NJ  08628. 
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Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 

1 8  Saturday 

Boston  □  Monthly  Dim  Sum  Brunch  with  the 
Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network  and  the  Boston 
Bisexual  Men’s  Network.  Meet  under  the  Chinatown 
Arch.  10:45am.  $6-8.  BIS-MOVE  for  info. 


Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series,  Creating  the 
Holidays  You  Want!  with  Rezakkah  Norins.  332  Newbury 
Street.  6-7:30pm.  Paul  or  Robb,  267-0900  to  pre-register. 

Cambridge  □  To  a  Safer  Place  special  showing  to 
benefit  the  Virginia  LaLonde  Legal  Defense  Fund.  Brattle 
Theatre.  6:30pm.  $10  suggested  donation. 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 


18  Saturday  □  Toshi  Reagon  performs  at  Club  Cabaret. 
8pm.  536-0972  for  ticket  info.  Also  11/19. 


Sunday 


Cambridge  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club’s  annual 
meeting,  potluck  &  slide  show.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  2- 1 0pm.  288-3141. 

Boston  □  Swing  Dance  with  “Cheek  to  Cheek”  to 
benefit  GLAD.  At  the  Metropolitan  Health  Club,  209 
Columbus  Ave.  9pm-midnight.  $15.  426-1350. 

Plum  Island  □  Merrimack  Valley  Lesbians  hold  a 
Thanksgiving  celebration/potluck  on  Plum  Island.  6:30pm. 
Info  &  directions:  508/465-7054. 

Boston  □  Community  Signing  of  the  Lesbian/Gay 
Civil  Rights  Bill  with  Congressmen  Barney  Frank, 
Gerry  Studds,  State  Senator  Michael  Barrett  &  State  Rep. 
Mark  Roosevelt.  At  Faneiul  Hall.  4pm.  262-1565. 

Boston  □  Les/Gay  Rights  Bill  Victory  Party.  Join 
MGLPC,  legislative  sponsors  &  people  from  across  the 
state  at  the  Opera  House,  539  Washington  Street. 
8pm-9:30pm,  reception.  9:30pm-lam.  Dance/music/cash 
bar.  $10,  $5  limited  income.  262-1565. 

Boston  □  Toshi  Reagon  performs  at  Club  Cabaret,  209 
Columbus  Ave.  Also  1 1  / 1 9.  8pm.  536-0972  for  ticket  info. 

Cambridge  □  Amethyst  Women’s  Winter  Warm-Up 
Dance.  7  Temple  Street.  8pm- 1 1  pm.  Alcohol/drug/smoke 
free.  $5  more  or  less. 

19  Sunday 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva,  Making  Contact  Discussion: 
“Legal  Issues  Affecting  Us".  Workmen’s  Circle,  1762 
Beacon  Street.  I:30pm-3:30pm.  782-8894. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Les/Gay  Neighbors  of  J.P.  potluck 
at  First  Church  Unitarian,  6  Eliot  Street.  4pm-7pm.  Kenn, 
524-0833  or  Margaret,  524-8070. 

Clinton  □  WOBBLES  (West  of  Boston  Lesbians)  show 
lesbian  videos,  janis  or  Cec,  508/386-7737  for  details. 

Boston  □  Downtown  Lesbian  Neighborhood 
Group  meets  for  brunch.  Women  who  live/work/study  in 
Back  Bay/South  End/Downtown.  Joan,  266-51 69. 

20  Monday 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Les/Gay  Civil  Rights 

meeting.  At  the  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338  Newbury 
Street,  Rm.  202K.  8pm.  Rich,  776-6956. 

Boston  □  Community  Advisory  Forum  sponsored 
by  Community  Research  Initiative  of  New  England.  338 
Newbury  Street,  2nd  floor.  7:30pm.  424-1524. 

21  Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  to 
discuss  "School  Days:  child/parent  school  issues.” 
Lindemann  Health  Center,  25  Stamford  Street.  8pm- 
10pm.  742-7897. 


22  Wednesday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

26  Sunday 

Boston  □  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of  J.P.  meet  for 
brunch  at  Doyle’s  Cafe.  I  lam.  Mike  O.,  524-0557. 

29  Wednesday 

Boston  □  FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series,  Creating  the 
Holidays  You  Want!  with  Rezakkah  Norins.  332  Newbury 
Street.  6-7:30pm.  Paul  or  Robb,  267-0900  to  pre-register. 

30  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Female  Artists  Against  AIDS,  an  evening 
of  dance,  music,  visual  arts  and  educational  presentations 
about  women  and  AIDS.  To  benefit  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center.  At  the  Hub  Club,  533  Washington  Street. 
9pm.  $15  donation. 

Boston  □  The  Group,  a  social/discussion  group  meets 
to  discuss  "Safer  Sex."  At  the  Les/Gay  Service  Center, 
338  Newbury  Street.  8pm.  266-1129. 

December  I  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Gay  Games  lesbian  soccer  team  forming  to 
go  to  Vancouver  in  Aug.  1990.  7-9pm.  Kim,  395-5329  for 
information  and  location. 

Brookline  □  Swingtime,  les/gay/bi  swing  and  ballroom 
dance.  Ballet,  Inc.,  185  Corey  Road.  8:30pm-midnight. 
8:30-9:15,  lessons.  $4. 

Brookline  □  Am  Tikva,  monthly  Shabbot  Service  at 
Workmen’s  Circle,  1762  Beacon  Street.  8pm.  782-8894. 

Weekly  events 
Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 


Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
I0:30pm-2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Boston  □  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay,  and 
bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury  Street,  rm. 
202k.  6pm-7:30pm.  Dave,  629-2518  or  Frank,  666-8912. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  11/20  Coming  Out 
Stories,  1 1/27  Night  on  the  Town.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 

holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  Les/Gay  Service 
Center,  338  Newbury  Street.  7pm.  776-6956. 

Tuesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  1st 
and  3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl. 
8- 1 0pm.  742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30-l0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  xl908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band.  No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 

Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  Gay/Lesbian  Service  Center,  338  Newbury 
Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  11/21  -isms, 
11/28  The  Holiday  Seasons.  Women's  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  7:30-  10pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  11/21 
Lies,  11/28  Videotapes  will  be  shown.  The  Women's 
Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 


Arlington  □  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians  and 
Gays  meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at 
First  Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  In¬ 
fo:  547-2440  or  508/562-5807. 

Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons’  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women's  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $IO-$35  sliding  sale  per 
mo.  625-1115. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women’s  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group  Women's 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 


Facing  down 

demon 

memories 

To  A  Safer  Place  chronicles 
one  woman ’s  journey  of 
healing  from  the  trauma  of 
child  sexual  abuse 

To  A  Safer  Place.  Directed  by  Beverly  Shaffer  in 
collaboration  with  Shirley  Turcotte.  Produced  by 
Studio  D,  National  Film  Board  of  Canada.  58 
minutes.  To  be  screened  Tuesday,  November  21  at 
6:30  p.m.  at  the  Brattle  Theater,  to  benefit  Virginia 
LaLonde  Legal  Defense  Fund  ($10  donation;  more 
if/less  if). 

By  Pam  Mitchell 

This  award-winning  documentary  about 
recovery  from  the  trauma  of  incest¬ 
uous  abuse  covers  a  lot  of  ground  in  58 
minutes.  We  accompany  Shirley  Turcotte  as 
she  returns  to  Winnepeg,  where  she  had 
been  sexually  abused  by  her  father  from. in¬ 
fancy  until  she  escaped  from  his  home  in  her 
teens.  We  follow  her  around  as  she  talks 
with  her  mother,  her  siblings,  her  old 
neighbors,  the  psychiatrist 
she  saw  for  nine  years.  We 
join  her  as,  with  much  trepi¬ 
dation,  she  enters  the  old  farmhouse  where 
most  of  the  assaults  occurred  and  beholds 
her  bed  in  the  basement.  We  see  the  wall 
beside  it,  the  “safer  place”  that  her  mind 
would  crawl  into  in  order  to  disassociate 
from  her  body  as  it  was  being  violated.  We 
briefly  meet  the  other  members  of  her  incest 
survivor  support  group,  her  husband,  her 
young  son,  and  her  best  friend.  We  see  her 
at  her  workplace. 

Synopsizing  Turcotte’s  experience  —  14 
years  of  trauma  and  neglect,  decades  of 
recovery,  and  her  resolution-and-moving- 
on  period  —  couldn’t  be  accomplished  in 
less  than  an  hour  without  sacrificing  some 
depth.  In  order  to  keep  up  the  pace  and  fit  in 


Shirley  Turcotte  (R)  and  her  mother 


all  the  material,  the  camera  had  to  keep  its 
distance  as  it  methodically  followed  Tur¬ 
cotte  around,  and  Turcotte’s  voiceover 
could  rarely  stop  for  breath  or  dramatic  ef¬ 
fect.  As  a  result,  though  the  film  admirably 
hit  nearly  every  item  on  my  mental  checklist 
for  “Incest  101,”  it  never  fully  grabbed  me 
emotionally.  Nor  did  it  have  the  time  to  get 
very  specific  about  what  kind  of  societal  in¬ 
tervention  is  needed  on  behalf  of  children 
currently  being  abused  and  neglected. 

Still,  what  the  film  does ,  it  does  well:  as  an 
educational  tool  it  covers  all  the  basics  with 
clarity,  thoroughness  and  sensitivity.  And 
its  even  keel  may  have  been  precisely  what 
the  filmmakers  had  in  mind.  In  the  course  of 
my  own  recovery  I’ve  grown  accustomed  to 
hearing  survivors  speak  with  an  intensity 
that  might  send  many  viewers  right  through 
the  roof  —  particularly  those  who  have  sex¬ 
ual  abuse  histories  of  their  own  that  they 
have  yet  to  deal  with.  Turcotte  and  Shaffer 
no  doubt  were  aware  of  the  potential  for  los¬ 
ing  viewers  to  unexpected  panic  attacks  and 
flashbacks. 

Turcotte  herself  appears  to  have  gotten 
beyond  the  worst  of  the  panic  and  the  flash¬ 
backs,  to  have  successfully  faced  down  the 


demon  memories  that  follow  sexual  assault 
survivors  into  adulthood.  She  has  come  out 
the  other  end  with  a  successful  job,  a  seem¬ 
ingly  solid  long-term  relationship  with  her 
husband,  and  a  healthy  bond  with  her  young 
son.  This  state  of  recovery  gave  her  the 
strength  and  perspective  necessary  to  offer 
us  this  film,  and  can  serve  as  an  inspiration 
to  the  rest  of  us  who  are  still  struggling  along 
—  including  Turcotte’s  own  sister,  who  is 
only  beginning  to  get  her  feet  on  the  ground, 
and  her  brother,  a  bit  of  a  lost  soul  who  has 
been  in  and  out  of  jail. 

Turcotte’s  relative  success  may  in  part 
result  from  the  fact  that  she  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  stumble  upon  some  useful  seat-of- 
the-pants  counseling  at  a  time  when  thera¬ 
pists  knew  very  little  about  how  to  work  with 
survivors  of  incest  and  other  extreme  trauma. 
Her  old  psychiatrist,  who  she  started  seeing  in 
the  ’60s  while  she  was  still  a  teenager, 
describes  in  the  film  how  Turcotte  used  to 
regress  and  re-live  episodes  of  the  abuse  dur¬ 
ing  therapy,  and  how  frightened  he  was  by 
these  dramatic  sessions.  He  annoyingly 
mislabels  this  behavior  —  familiar  to  many 
survivors  of  trauma  —  as  “psychotic.” 
However,  back  then  when  it  really  mattered 
he  not  only  clearly  believed  that  Turcotte’s 
abuse  happened  but  also  was  willing  to  ride 
out  his  own  fear  and  allow  her  to  do  what  she 
needed  to  do.  At  the  time,  medication  and/or 
institutionalization  were  much  more  com¬ 
mon  responses  to  such  attempts  at  healing, 
setting  back  the  recovery  of  many  a  survivor 
and  no  doubt  completely  destroying  a  few. 

In  addition  to  Turcotte’s  advanced  state 
of  recovery,  other  somewhat  unusual  fac¬ 
tors  in  her  life  made  this  film  possible.  Her 
mother  and  all  three  of  her  siblings  were 
willing  to  be  in  contact  with  her  and  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  project,  and  all  could  recall 
details  of  the  abuse  to  an  extent  very  atypical 
of  families  in  which  extensive  abuse  started 
in  the  children’s  infancy  and  persisted  over  a 
period  of  years.  Family  members  keep  refer¬ 
ring  to  a  court  case  pertaining  to  the  abuse 
that  made  the  newspapers  in  their  town;  this 
public  and  shared  experience  at  a  time  when 
the  abuse  was  still  occurring  may  account 
for  their  ability  to  remember  and  concep¬ 
tualize  so  much  of  what  happened  to  them. 

In  some  of  the  film’s  more  wrenching 
footage,  a  visibly  agitated  Turcotte  queries 
her  old  next-door  neighbors  about  what 


they  saw  and  what  they  noticed.  They  re¬ 
membered  her  as  a  “grubby,”  drabbly- 
dressed  child  who  lacked  “sparkle,”  and  re¬ 
called  that  she  and  her  siblings  were  often 
covered  with  bruises.  But  they  nonetheless 
claimed  ignorance  about  the  daily  brutality 
going  on  under  their  noses.  Turcotte  con¬ 
fronted  them  point-blank  about  what  they 
would  do  if  such  abuse  were  in  the  present. 
The  woman  said  she  would  now  be  much 
more  likely  to  notice  signs  of  abuse  and  to 
intervene.  Her  husband,  on  the  other  hand, 
stated  flatly  that  he  would  still  consider  it  in¬ 
appropriate  to  step  in  between  a  father  and 
his  children. 

Their  divergence  of  opinion  illustrates  a 
battle  of  ideologies  that  has  been  raging  in 
the  wake  of  the  women’s  liberation  move¬ 
ment.  Many  people  still  persist  in  looking 
the  other  way  when  intrafamily  sexual  vio¬ 
lence  occurs,  continuing  to  see  children  as 
private  property.  But  like  Turcotte’s  woman 
next  door  (and,  hopefully,  like  many  people 
who  will  view  this  video,  either  on  TV  or  in 
counseling  or  educational  settings),  more 
and  more  people  are  beginning  to  recognize 
a  shared  responsibility  to  deliver  “to  a  safer 
place”  any  child  whose  parents  are  either 
abusing  her/him  or  failing  to  provide  pro¬ 
tection. 

In  Turcotte’s  case,  one  parent  abused  her 
while  the  other  did  absolutely  nothing  on 
her  behalf.  (Her  mother’s  appearances  in 
the  film  show  her  to  be  a  pathetic  shadow 
figure  incapable  of  parenting;  Turcotte  is  a 
lot  more  charitable  towards  her  than  I 
would  be.)  But  even  when  a  parent  does  act 
to  protect  her  (or  his)  child  against  a  perpet¬ 
rator  of  abuse,  s/he  can’t  do  it  without 
societal  backing.  So  it  is  fitting  that  To  A 
Safer  Place  is  being  screened  as  a  benefit  for 
Virginia  LaLonde.  LaLonde  is  appealing  a 
1989  court  decision  that  placed  her  daughter 
Nicole  in  the  legal  custody  of  the  man  Nicole 
has  said  sexually  abused  her.  □ 

Pam  Mitchell  has  had  to  spend  eight  long 
years  organizing  her  life  around  recovery 
from  the  traumatic  effects  of  being  sexually 
abused  by  both  of  her  parents  and  by  her 
grandmother.  She  hopes  one  day  to  reach 
“a  safer  place”  where  she  ’ll  be  able  to  focus 
more  of  her  political  energy  and  her  writing 
on  other  things. 
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